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I. — SiATLor  Society  AND  Mannuiis  in  Baubadoes  iLLVS'iHArr  d. 
We  continue  our  e.xtracts,  on  this  subject,  from  the  notes  of  a  tra- 
veller who  visited  Barbadoes  earlv  in  the  present  year. — (See  our   last 
Number,  p.  422—424.) 

"  I  had  occasion  to  pass  the  greater  part  of  one  day  o;i  hoard  a  vessel  lying;  in 
the  bay  ;  and  whilst  tluve,  ^^e  \\erc  boarded  by  a  %ery  comely  youth,  of  j^ood 
features  and  eng:a;:;in<;  manners,  who  came  on  some  business  to  the  ship.  I  asked 
him  from  wiience  he  came,  \\hat  his  name  was,  &C.;  wliich  questions  led  him  to 
give  the  fulluning  description  of  himself:  '  I  am,'  said  he,  'the   illegitimate  son 

of ,  es(|.  by  a  coloured  woman  ;  I  IInc  on  his  estate,  and  am  his 

slave."  I  \vas  surprised  and  shocked  at  the  unnatnral  j-rocceding  of  a  man 
keeping  his  o\\  n  son  as  a  slave  ;  but  much  more  so  when  he  added,  '  I  shouM 
certainly  Iiavc  been  starved,  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  co.iipassion  of  some  who 
knew  me.'  He  shewed  me  his  naked  body,  cut,  scarred,  and  bruiseil  from  tlie 
waist  upwards  in  a  horrihh  manner.  A  creditable  person  on  board  the  vessc  1 
assured  me  lie  liad  known  tiiis  young  man  for  several  jears;  and  that  he  (oujd 
as.iert  the  dreadful  narrative  to  be  correct.  I  determined  to  pay  a  visit  to  thi.s 
fellow  Ul'.ristian,  whose  JK'ait  had  become  thus  callous  bv  a  familiarity  with 
tyranny  ;  l)Ut  was  dissuadi-d,  by  an  assurance  that  it  would  jiroduce  no  other 
effect  tiian  the  increased  ill  u^agt•  (f  tlie  (loor  younj;  man. 

"  During  my  resifiiiue  in  tlit;  island,  i  made  the  aciiuaintance  of  a  njiddle- 
aged  aiid  very  respectable  man,  who  as.'-urcd  nn-  that  io-  had  civcn  up  a  very 
lucrative  situation  for  a  small  stipend,  upon  whicli  he  now  subsists,  be<ause  lie 
could  not  conscientiously  becimcerned  in  slaverv  ;  and  lie  added,  '  if  1  dared.  1 
could  relate  circumstances  whidi  would  make  everj  hair  you  have  on  jour  head 
stand  on  end  ;  but  it  1  were  to  do  so,  and  it  became  know  n.  my  name  w(juld  be 
held  up  to  odium,  and  would  be  made  l>  .'^tink  all  over  tlic  i..Iand  ;  and  I  cannot 
do  without  the  scanty  subsistence  that  1  now  get.'  Hf  also  added,  tliat  he  had 
the  offer  of  another  very  good  situation  as  a  manager  ;  but  prefer!  <d  jiovci  t  v  and 
an  easy  conscience  to  thishonibb-  employmi-nt. 

"  Upon  diligent  and  repeated  inquiry.  I  fo;ind  that  during  all  the  time  I  wa.s 
in  the  island,  the  prison  was  marly  Idled  with  blacks,  aici  contained  no  white 
person  ;  and  also  that  no  trial  in  which  a  slave  was  jilaintiti Was  instituted  ;  and 
indeed,  that  such  a  tiling  was  never  cxjiected  to  o'cur.  ncjr  did  a:i\  (jne  sec  ni  lo 
concti\f  it  possible. 
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"The  Barbadians  allowed,  that  is,  some  of  them  who  are  amiable  ap-'  con- 
siderate, excipt  as  tar  as  they  are  under  the  influence  of  the  baneful  prftctici;  of 
slavery,  that  ihe  slaM-ry  ..f  jiarhadoes  was  less  severe  and  de^radini;,  sonie- 
(inies  the\  add>d,  even  less  li^irrible,  than  in  some  other  places,  cspecialls  the 
Mauritius;  and  that  the  children  were  at  an  early  period  taken  from  tiieir 
mothers,  and  placed  in  the  nursery,  and  that  they  are  not  afterwards  alhjwed  to 
be  with  them.  They  added,  tliat  they  thoUijht  the  plan  very  preferable  to  our 
l".nj;lish  plan  with  the  poor  people,  as  the  mothers  had  no  time  to  attend  to  their 
wants.  .Some  few  .idmittt-d,  ih^t  a  system  of  free  labour  would  be  much  better 
both  for  the  labourer*  and  masters,  and  that  they  earnestly  desired  it. 

"  It  is  by  no  nieiinr*  unconmum  to  see  vvhite  persons  box  the  ears  of  their  slaves, 
or  even  kno(  k  them  down  sumetimes,  in  a  very  brutal  manner. 

'*  I  also  iliscovered,  that  it  was  a  decidetl  loss  of  caste  if  a  white  person  asso- 
ciated as  a  V  isitor  with  persons  wf  colour,  even  free  and  of  unblt  mi-<lied  cli:tracter. 

"  1  never  saw  any  slave  at  work  in  the  field  for  their  masters  on  the  Sabbath, 
nor  was  [  aware  that  they  worked  all  night." 

Our  traveller  further  states,  that  the  first  impression  made  on  his 
niiml,  Oil  liis  visit  to  Burhadoes,  "  was  the  degree  of  animal  comfort 
apparint  in  the  einbonpoiiU  and  general  cheerfulness  of  the  slaves." 
indted,  he  says,  ho  could  not  possibly  avoid  observing  it,  as  it  was  con- 
stantly pointed  out  to  him.  fre«iuently  with  the  observation,  "  that  the 
slaves  were  much  bitter  off  than  the  poor  people  in  England."  The 
comparison,  however,  he  says,  "  appeared  to  him  altogether  improper." 
"  Had  they  said,  You  see  that  the  slaves  are  as  well  provided  for,  and 
much  in  the  same  way,  as  our  horses  in  tlngland,  the  observation  would 
have  been  more  just  and  appropriate.'  He  notices,  also,  having  seen  a 
slave  festival,  and,  he  says,  "  it  was  afflicting  to  contemplate  a  number 
of  hum<iii  beings,  arrived  at  maturity,  tuml)ling  about  like  children, 
fiddling-  and  dancing,  being  an  assemblage  of  the  most  inharmonious 
and  discordant  sounds." 

Nothing  can  be  more  calm  and  dispassionate  than  the  tone  of  this 
traveller,  and  considering  the  short  time  he  was  on  the  island,  and  the 
consequently  superficial  view  he  hud  it  in  his  power  to  take  of  the  state 
of  society  and  manners,  he  is  certainly,  in  proportion  to  his  opportuni- 
ties, an  accurate  observer. 

We  know  that  Barbadoes,  notwithstanding  its  peculiarly  harsh  laws, 
and  its  frequent  cruelties  in  practice,  is  placed  in  circumstances  more  fa- 
vourable to  mere  animal  comfort,  and  to  native  increase,  than  any  other 
of  our  sugar  colonies.  One  cause  of  this  will  be  fotmd  stated  in  a  former 
Number  of  our  work,  No.  41,  p.  316.  "  In  Barbadoes, "we  there  observed, 
"  the  slaves  are  chiefiv  fed,  not  by  provisions  raised  on  their  sepa- 
rate allotments,  but  by  provisions  raised  in  common  on  the  working 
days,  on  the  master's  account,  and  under  the  same  impulse  by  whicli 
sugar  or  cotton  is  raised.  And  the  masters,  in  Barbadoes,  concur  with 
the  authorities  in  declaring,  that  it  requires  one-third  of  the  labour  of 
the  year  to  raise  the  food  necessary  for  the  purpose."  That  is  to  say, 
103  week  days  are  given  to  raise  the  food  of  the  slaves,  Sunday  also 
being  free  from  field  labour  and  left  pretty  much  to  the  slave's  disposal. 
But  this  is  four  times  the  number  of  days,  which,  exclusive  of  Sunday, 
is  given  to  the  slaves  in  Jamaica,  and  six  or  seven  times  the  number  of 
days  allowed  to  the  slaves  in  Trinidad.  In  this  single  circumstance  we 
nave  enough  to  account,  both  for  the  increase  and  the  embonpoint  of 
the  Barbadian  slaves,  as  compared  with  those  of  the  other  islands.    But 
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this  is  not  all  that  is  comparatively  favourable  in  the  physical  slate  of 
the  Barbadian  slave.  We  have  seen  that  it  is  supjar  culture  which  ope- 
rates the  most  powerfully  in  destroyino;  slave  life.  Now  the  circumstances 
of  Barbadoes  necessarily  confine  within,  narrow  limits  the  growth  of 
sugar,  and  a  much  larger  proportion  of  the  soil,  as  well  as  of  the  slaves' 
time,  is  devoted  to  raising  food  in  Barbadoes  than  elsewhere. 

In  1829,  the  slaves  of  Barbadoes  amounted  to  81,902.  The  quantity 
of  sugar  imported  thence  into  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  in  that  year, 
was  299,190  cwi.  being  at  the  rate  of  a  little  more  than  3^  cwt.  for 
each  negro.  The  imports  in  the  same  year,  from  Trinidad,  amounted 
to  394,448  cwt.  being,  for  its  slave  population  of  23,000,  at  the  rate  of 
upwards  of  17  cwt.  for  each  slave,  nearly  five  limes  the  rate  of  produc- 
tion in  Barbadoes.  This  larger  proportion  of  sugar  culture  involves  too 
the  necessity  of  continuous  night  work  in  Trinidad,  while,  in  Barbadoes, 
the  labour  of  the  sugar  crop  is  in  many,  perhaps  in  most  cases,  not 
protracted  beyond  8  or  9  o'clock,  at  night.  In  this  limitation  our  tra- 
veller concurs  with  Mr.  Clarke,  the  attorney  of  the  Coddrington  estates, 
(No.  45,  p.  423)  though  it  may  be  presumed  that  on  these  estates,  as 
well  as  on  that  of  the  humane  proprietor,  with  wliom  our  traveller  re- 
sided for  a  short  lime,  there  is  less  of  night  work  than  on  most  other 
estates. 

Here,  then,  we  have  several  material  circumstances  in  favour  of  the 
Barbadian  slaves  ;  first,  the  vastly  greater  portion  of  time  which  is  taken 
from  the  severity  of  sugar  culture,  and  given  to  the  comparatively  easy 
work  of  growing  provisions  for  their  own  consumption  ;  and.  next,  as  a 
consequence  of  this,  the  abridgment  of  night  labour,  and  the  more 
abundant  supply  of  food.  And  such  is  the  eft'ect  of  these  circumstances, 
arising  not  from  the  voluntary  policy  of  the  master,  but  from  the  ne- 
cessity of  the  case,  that  while  in  the  colonies  of  Trinidad,  Demerara, 
St,  Lucia,  Grenada,  St.  Vincents,  Jamaica,  &c.  the  slaves  are  de- 
creasing, some  in  a  higher,  and  some  in  a  lower  proportion,  in  Barba- 
does there  is  annually  a  considerable  increase. 

What  an  additional  proof  have  we  here  of  the  destructive  nature  of 
sugar  culture,  as  it  is  conducted  in  our  slave  colonies  generally,  as 
well  as  of  the  cruel  parsimony  which  in  Jamaica,  Trinidad,  and  many 
other  colonies,  so  abridges  the  time  given  for  the  growth  of  food,  as  to 
half  starve  the  slaves,  and  to  force  them,  in  order  to  sustain  life  at  all, 
to  devote  the  Sunday  to  toiling  in  their  provision  grounds. 

But,  putting  aside  this  single  circumstance  of  a  comparatively  abundant 
supply  of  food,  is  it  possible  to  view  without  horror  the  picture  drawn, 
by  our  calm  and  candid  witness,  of  the  state  of  debasement  to  which 
the  82,000  slaves,  inhabiting  this  small  island,  are  reduced.  The  de- 
plorable neglect  of  education  and  religious  instruction  ;  the  degradation 
of  the  human  animal  to  the  level  of  the  horse  or  the  ox  ;  the  absence 
of  the  connubial  tie,  and  the  general  prevalence  of  polygamy  and  licen- 
tiousness ;  the  cruel  treatment  of  the  slaves  producing  by  its  very  terror, 
as  in  the  Brazils,  (see  No.  67,  p.  397,)  thu  frequency  of  suicide;  their 
total  destitution  of  all  rights  of  property,  indeed  of  all  civil  rights  what- 
ever ;  their  miserable  lodging  and  clothing ;  the  unlirnittd  power  of  ar- 
bitrarily punishing  them  possessed  by  every  miscreant  in  the  community  ; 
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llie  liruUil  vrolence  to  which  all  of  them,  men  and  uniiirn,  arc  liah'e  ;  the 
extinction  in  masters  of  the  parental  alFection  uiulcr  the  withcrm'^  in- 
riiienceof  slavery;  and  the  degradation  inflicted,  even  on  the  free,  l>v  the 
slijlitosl  taint  of  African  blood; — all  tlieso  bitter  t'rnits  of  slavery  are 
exhibited  even  in  the  brief  and  cursory  notes  of  thi<  Ii'in[)orary  resident. 
And  had  his  residence  been  prolonged,  he  would  ilmibiK'^-;,  have  had  better 
opportunities  of  realizing  the  portraiture  of  Barbatliau  [lolicy  towards  the 
slave  population,  so  ably  and  graphically  drawn  bv  Mr.  Dwarris,  himself 
a  large  slave  holder  : — "  Slaves  in  this  island  are  without  legal  protection 
or  redress  for  personal  injuries."  "  The  slave  has  no  remedy  in  case  of 
the  greatest  oppression  by  the  master  or  his  dt;legat(>,  or  the  grossest 
injury  by  third  persons.''  "  In  a  case  even  of  a  very  grievous  bodily 
injury,  inflicted  upon  a  slave  by  a  manager,  the  sulleier  himself,  or  his 
slave  brethren  who  were  present,  cannot  give  evidence,  even  though  all 
the  free  persons  on  the  premises  should  have  I)een  ilrsiLrnedly  sent  out 
of  the  way.  In  such  a  case  a  slave  is  not  allowed  li>  be  a  (jrosecutor. 
M.^imed,  disfigured,  dismembered,  his  wounds  must  be  the  only  tongue 
permitted  to  relate  his  wrongs.''  "  On  the  trial  of  a  rrimiiial  slave,  no 
indictment  is  preferred,  no  bill  found  by  the  grand  jnrv."  "  On  convic- 
tion, sentence  of  death  must  be  passed  without  an  ap[)r.il — the  execution 
takes  place  without  delay; — and  there  being  no  assigned  place  for  the 
execution,  the  wretched  convict  is  fastened  to  the  nearest  tree,  unless, 
which  frequently  happens,  the  owner  of  the  soil  is  at  hand  to  prevent  it. 
In  such  cases  the  miserable  culprit  is  dragged  from  tree  to  tree,  from 
estate  to  estate;  and  in  one  case  of  then  recent  occurrence,  the  con- 
stable was  at  last  forced  to  throw  the  exhausted  sulicrer  off  the  town- 
bridge,  securing  the  rope  by  a  lamp-post." 

If  any  thing  could  add  to  the  horror  of  this  picture,  it  is  that  these 
wretched  and  unprotected  beings,  liable  to  be  thus  maimed,  mutilated, 
dismembered,  and  hanged  over  atree,  or  a  lamp-post,  are  nevertheless  re- 
presented by  the  same  Mr.  Dwarris  as  frisking  and  dancing,  and  dream- 
ing away  life,  "ignorant  of  their  own  unprotected  condition,  and  of  the 
fury  of  the  laws." 

But  there  remains  another  circumstance  to  which  the  fatness  and 
sleekness  of  the  Barbadian  slaves  may  be  traced.  We  mean  the  cir- 
cumstance, that  they  are  beginning  to  be  reared  like  pigs  or  calves  of  the 
stall,  for  sale  to  the  planters  of  Trinidad  and  Guiana.  As  in  the  United 
•States,  many  of  the  planters  of  X'irginia  derive  their  income  from  breed- 
ing slaves  for  the  southern  market,  where  slave  labour  is  mote  in  de- 
mand, and  slaves  fetch  higher  prices;  so  Baibadoc»  is  becoming  a 
nursery  for  supplying  the  waste  of  life  in  the  deadly  sugar  plantations 
of  Demerara  and  Trinidad.  This  new  slave  trade  lias  already  com- 
menced. Under  the  protection  of  a  clause  in  the  Consolidated  .Abolition 
Act,  which  permits  a  master  to  take  with  him  to  sea  certain  domestic 
servants,  an  export  trade  in  slaves  has  of  late  been  going  on  from 
liarbadoes  to  other  colonies,  in  contravention  of  the  abolition  acts. 
.Such  a  trade  is  piracy  by  law,  and  is  liable  to  be  punished  as  such  ; 
and  yet  it  has  hitherto  been  carried  on  with  impunity;  and  even  where 
the  clearest  evidence  of  :ruilt  has  been  produced  before  Barbadian  grand 
juries,  ihcy  have  dared  to  throw  out  the  bills  of  indictment.     We  call 
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i1k!  attention  of  our  friends  in  Parliament  to  this  evil,  and  intreat 
tlieni  to  take  efiertual  measures  for  its  repression,  though  we  are  per- 
suaded that  the  only  effectual  measure  that  can  be  adopted  to  that  end 
IS  the  extinction  of  slavery  itself;  to  which  consummation,  as  the  only 
cure  of  all  the  varied  evils  of  this  liionstrous  system,  we  trust  we  shall 
speedily  come.  Of  the  prevalence  of  this  particular  evil,  the  cruel 
slave  trade  carried  on  from  Barbadoes,  there  is,  we  believe,  in  the 
possession  of  his  Majesty's  Government  abundant  evidence.  It  was 
called  for  in  the  last  session  of  Parliament, but  has  not  yet  been  produced. 


II.  — State  of  Law  and  Manners  in  Jamaica  illustrated. 
1.  St.  George's  Council  of  Protcctiott. 

Oi'H  readers  cannot  have  forgotten  the  account  which  appeared  in  oui 
last  Number,  of  the  conduct  of  a  Council  of  Protection,  in  the  parish 
of  St.  George,  in  regard  to  a  case  of  cruelty  to  a  slave,  which,  in  des- 
pite of  the  general  obloquy  caused  by  it,  the  Rev.  Mr.  Hanna,  a  clergy- 
man of  the  church  of  England,  had  the  Christian  courage  to  denounce 
to  the  public  and  to  the  authorities  of  Jamaica.     Our  account  was  taken 
from  the  Royal  Gazette  of  that  island.     Since  its  publication,  we  have 
received  the  files  of  the  Watchman,  which  throw  fresh  light  on    this 
atrocious  transaction,  not  less  atrocious  as  it  respects  the  overseer  who 
committed  the  act  of  cruelty,  than  as  it  respects  those  members  of  the 
Council  of  Protection,  who  refused  to  send  its  perpetrator  to  his  trial,  and 
the  community  at  large,  who,  if  we  may  judge  from  the   tone  of  the 
public  press  in  Jamaica,  appear  to  have  applauded  the  unrighteous  de- 
cision.    "  The  Watchman"  agrees  with  us  in  thinking  that  the  statement 
of  Mr.  Hanna  is  made  out  in  its  very  fullest  extent,  by  the  reluctant 
admissions  of  the  two  protectors,  who  undertake,  while  they  pour  dis- 
credit and  contumely  upjn  him,  to  vindicate  their  own  conduct.     Their 
defence,  he  maintains,  "  proves  to  demonstration  not  only  that  the  over- 
seer, Mr.  Chapman,  had  been  guilty  of  an  act  of  gross  cruelty  towards 
an  unprotecteil  negro,  but  that  our  Councils  of  Protection  are  and  evei 
will  be,  to  all  intents  and  purposes,  a  solemn  mockery  of  justice,  a  veil 
wiiercwith  to  hide  from  the  eyes  of  the  people  of  England  the  cruelties 
which  almost  daily  occur  in  the  plantations  of  this  island,  and  a  means 
of  saving  from  merited  reproach,  scorn,  and  contempt,  the  inhuman 
monsters  who  outrage  every  feeling  of  mercy,  humanity,  or  compassion, 
by  their  babarous  and  brutal  conduct."     He  then  carefully  collates  Mr. 
Hanna's  statement  with  the  admissions  of  these  protectors,  and  clearly 
establishes  the  correctness  of  the  former,  showing  that  the  unfortunate 
negro  had  been  punished  in  a  manner,  which  even  these  two  gentlemen 
feel  themselves  compelled  "  strongly"  to   "  deprecate."     They  do  not 
deny,  nay,  they  fully  admit,  that   the  negro  was  most  severely  flogged 
in  the  first  instance  (Mr.  Shenton,  the  magistrate,  indeed,  had  testified 
that  the  man's  hinder  parts  were  so  cut  and  scored  as  to  be  in  the  actual 
condition  of  raw  flesh,  and  so  covered  with   blood  as  to  prevent  his 
accurately  ascertaining  the  extent  of  the  injury);   and  they  also  admit 
that  he   was  subsequently  confined  in  the   stocks,  with  his  hands,  fo' 
forty  hours,  torturously  manacled  behind  him. 
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But  what  was  ihe  particular  crime  which  called  for  such  si>jnal  ven- 
l^eaoce  ?  "  The  Watchman"  makes  it  out  satisfactorily,  even  frum  the 
designedly  confused  account  of  the  two  protectors,  to  have  been  this, 
--The  cooper  with  his  associates  had  been  hard  at  work,  but  without 
the  express  order  or  permission  of  the  overseer,  during  the  dinner  in- 
terval, in  hauling  up  a  boat  on  the  beach.  They  were  thus  engaged 
from  "  shellblow,"  that  is  from  noon-tide  when  "  the  field  negroes" 
were  called  in  from  work,  till  they  again  "  were  turning  out  to  work.'' 
They  then  came  home  "  with  an  expectation  of  having  the  hour  and  a 
half  (of  their  own  time  —  their  usual  interval  of  labour)  which  they  had 
lo'^t,  repaid."  This  the  overseer  refused  to  allow  iher,  which  would 
have  been  punishment  enough  for  having  expended  their  own  time  la- 
boriouslv  though  without  express  orders.  But  this  he  deemed  not  enough, 
lie  also  mercilessly  Hogged  the  head  cooper  for  his  venial  error.  "  The 
Watchman"  then  adverts  to  the  only  circumstance  of  extenuation  ad- 
duced by  these  gentlemen,  and  "  to  which  they  clir.»g  as  does  a  drown- 
ing man  to  a  feather,"  namely,  that  on  the  day  of  his  flagellation,  the 
negro  had  gone  to  the  bay,  a  mile  distant,  to  assist  the  seamen  to 
launch  a  boat,  and  had  afterwards  gone  on  board  to  eat  breakfast 
wiih  them,  and  he  states  it  as  a  notorious  fact,  that  the  pain 
arising  from  such  a  flogging,  is  not  always  so  severe  at  the  time,  or 
soon  after,  as  after  the  lapse  of  a  day  or  two;  so  that  the  suti'erer 
might  be  able  to  creep  to  the  bay  and  eat  his  breakfast  there  on  Satur- 
day, and  yet  be  wholly  unable  to  go  to  his  work  on  the  Monday  ;  for 
fading  to  do  which,  he  was  then  put  into  the  stocks  and  cruelly 
manacled. 

Having  explained  these  points,  "  The  Watchman"  then  proceeds  to 
ask  .Messrs.  Gray  and  Maxwell  "  how  under  all  the  circumstances  of 
the  case,  consistently  with  their  oaths  ;  with  their  professed  willingness 
*  to  punish  wanton  severity'  whenever  brought  under  their  notice; 
with  their  being  '  feelingly  alive  to  the  amelioration  of  the  slave,'  or 
with  a  regard  for  the  claims  of  suffering  humanity;  they  could,  con- 
trary to  evidence,  to  the  loud  calls  of  outraged  justice,  and  to  the  un- 
doubted right  of  the  slave  to  have  his  wrongs  redressed,  declare  by 
their  votes,  that  the  circumstance  was  of  so  trifling  a  nature  as  to  be 
unworthy  of  further  notice!" 

"  It  is  in  vain,"  he  adds,  "  that  these  gentlemen  attempt  to  gloss  over 
the  matter  by  deprecating  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Chapman,  or  by  iden- 
tit'ying  .Mr.  Hanna  with,  as  they  are  pleased  to  term  it,  '  a  faction  that 
seeks  the  destruction  of  the  colonies,'  and  reading  him  a  lesson  as  to 
what  he  ought  or  ought  not  to  do.  Abuse  of  the  Anti-Colonists  has 
too  often  been  resorted  to  in  cases  of  this  kind  to  be  of  any  service, 
and  its  adoption  on  this  occasion  but  too  clearly  proves  that  all  is  not 
right." 

"  Well  may  they  endeavour  to  explain  away  facts,  which  have  oc- 
casioned, according  to  their  own  showing, '  such  grave  and  ambiguous 
remarks  throughout  the  island,'  and  which  only  require  to  be  known, 
in  order  to  satisfy  any  reasonable  man  that  in  the  case  before  us  there 
is  developed  a  most  daring  and  unheard  of  species  of  cruelty  and  op- 
|)ressitjn. — We  say  explain  away,  for  it  is  all  that  these  guilty  advo- 
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•catCK  of  an  inhuman  system  can  do. — They  cannot  — they  dare  not— 
<leny  the  correctness  of  the  statements.  Took  at  Mr.  Slienton's  evi- 
dence : — '  The  man's  hinder  parts  were  in  three  ditierent  places,  each 
of  considerable  extent,  not  merely  cut  or  scored,  but  in  the  actual  con- 
dition of  raw  flesh  ;  and  his  hands  (which  had  been  pinioned  behind 
him)  from  the  extreme  tightness  of  the  manacles  swollen  to  tivice  their 
ordinary  size.'  In  this  state,  with  his  feet  in  the  stocks,  he  was  com- 
pelled to  sit,  for  lie  down  he  could  not,  his  hands  being  pinioned  be- 
hind him,  for  forty  hours,  upon  hinder  parts  that  are  described  as 
havinjr  been  in  the  state  of  raw  flesh,  without  a  possibility  of  changing' 
even  for  one  moment  his  position  ;  nor  would  he,  at  the  expiration  of 
that  time,  hnve  been  relieved,  had  not  Mr.  Chapman  learnt  that  his 
wife  had  proceeded  to  Mr.  Shenton's  to  complain. — And  when  re- 
lieved, in  wh;it  state  was  that  unfortunate  creature's  posteriors  ?  Let 
Mr.  Chapm;iri  tell.  We  know,  and  others  may  conceive  ! — But  what 
signifies  all  tiiis?  The  negro  who  underwent  these  sufferings,  like  the 
rest  in  lh»-  i^-land,  is  happy  and  contented  ;  a  sleek,  fat,  well-fed  and 
well-rl'jtb'-d  peasant,  who  prefers  belonging  to  a  kind  humane  master 
to  being  ff-'.-,  and  of  the  blessings  of  whose  condition  this  circumstance 
affords  a  w^^tty  decent  sample." 

We  ir.'.'.i'.  we  may  now  leave  this  transaction  to  make  its  own  impres- 
sion on  ti.'.-  minds  of  our  readers. 

2. —  The  Case  of  Henry  Williams. 

Out  readers  will  also  without  doubt,  recollect  the  case  of  Henrv 
William-,  a  Methodist  slave,  of  which  an  account  is  given  in  No.  65, 
p.  3.56,  ■j.'jl.  No  one  can  have  read  and  forgotten  it.  The  details  of 
the  case,  it  now  appears,  had  been  communicated  by  the  Methodist 
committee  to  Sir  George  Murray.  Sir  George,  with  the  humanity 
which  distinguishes  him,  transmitted  them  to  the  Earl  of  Belmore,  in- 
closed in  a  remarkably  calm  and  temperate  despatch,  dated  May  6, 
1830,  to  the  following  effect  :— 

"  Your  Lordship  will  perceive,  in  the  statements  which  have  been 
made  to  the  Missionary  Society,  by  Mr.  Whitehouse,  one  of  the  Mis- 
sionaries, that  Mr.  Betty,  who  is  represented  to  be  a  magistrate  in 
Jamaica,  is  accused  of  extreme  oppression  and  cruelty  towards  a 
slave,  named  Henry  Williams,  attached  to  an  estate,  called  '  Rural 
Retreat'  of  which  Mr.  Betty  has  the  charge,  as  attorney  of  the  pro- 
yjrielor.  The  statements  also  imply  that  Mr.  Betty's  conduct  was,  in 
some  degree,  instigated  by  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bridges;  and  this  latter  gen- 
tleman is  himself  accused  of  having  caused  a  slave,  named  George, 
who  was  a  member  of  the  Wesleyan  Society,  to  be  flogged,  although 
this  slave  was  not  the  property  of  Mr.  Bridges,  but  of  a  person  who 
is  described  as  '  xMrs.  S.' 

"  It  would  be  with  great  regret  and  reluctance,  that  I  should  admit 
the  supposition  that  any  foundation  exists  for  attributing  to  either  of 
these  gentlemen  the  proceedings  or  the  motives  imputed  to  them  ; 
but  I  feel  it  impossible,  in  justice  to  them,  or  to  the  Colonial 
Magistracy,  of  which  one  or  both  of  them  are  members,  to  receive 
these     statements    without    apprising    them    that    such     have     been 
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made,  and  ^ivinj?  lliem  an  o[)|)urtiinity  to  wiidicate  lluir  characli  r. — 
Vuur  Kurdbhip  will,  therefore,  transmit  copies  ol'  the  enclosed  j)apiMs 
to  each  of  the  parties  accused,  together  with  a  copy  of  this  despatcli. 
and  acquaint  thern  that  you  are  ready  to  receive  any  comma-  ^cations. 
which  they  may  wish  to  make  upon  the  subject. 

"  If  vour  Lordship  shall,  inconsequence,  receive  explanatory  state- 
ments from  them,  you  will,  with  the  assistance  of  your  contidential 
leal  advisers,  examine  these  statements,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertain- 
ino"  whether  it  be  necessary  to  inquire  further  into  the  truth  of  the  ac- 
count o-iven  bv  Mr.  Whitehouse,  and  to  call  upon  him  to  substantiate 
it;  and  you  will,  so  far  as  may  appear  to  you  to  be  requisite,  com- 
municate the  answers  of  each  party  to  the  otlier,  for  the  purpose  of 
enabling  yourself  to  judj^e  between  them,  and  to  transmit  to  me  your 
report  and  opinion,  loj^elher  with  tlie  malirials  on  which  ihey  shall 
have  been  founded." 

The  reply  of  Mr.  Bridi^cs  has  not  been  made  public.  That  of  Mr. 
Betty,  (the  name,  it  seems,  cf  the  merciless  persecutor  of  Henry  Wil- 
liams), is  addressed  to  Lord  Belmore,  and  contains  a  positive  refusal 
to  enter  into  any  explanations.  He  sets  out  indeed,  by  solemnly 
denying,  what  no  one  had  accused  him  of, — his  having  exercised  his 
authority  on  this  occasion,  in  his  character  of  magistrate.  It  was  not 
alleged  that  he  bad  punished  Henry  Williams  in  his  capacity  of  magis- 
trate, but  in  that  of  attorney  for  the  lady  in  Scotland,  whose  slave 
Henry  Williams  was.  "  Whenever,"  he  says,  "  1  have  found  it  neces- 
sary "to  punish  slaves  under  my  care,  I  have  done  so  according  to  the 
provisions  of  tlie  slave  code."  "  This  charge,"  lie  Hippantly  proceeds, 
"  seems  to  have  acquired  greater  importance  from  my  having  [(resumed 
to  chastise  a  slave  who  holds  some  official  situation  under  Mr.  White- 
house.  1  was  certainly  not  aware,  that  these  preachers  possessed  any 
power  to  transfer  to  the  tabernacle,  the  obedience  which  slaves  owe  to 
their  masters;  but  if  this  be  the  case,  it  would  be  only  fair,  that  some 
public  notice  should  be  given,  so  that  persons  in  ignorance,  like 
myself',  may  be  able  to  avoid  interfering  with  such  hallowed  characters. 
Hitherto  slaves,  when  they  had  sufllred  any  grievance  from  their  over- 
seers, or  others,  have  appealed  to  their  master  or  his  representaiive, 
from  thence  they  had  a  further  appeal  to  the  magistracy,  and  their 
complaints  were  often  carried  to  the  Governor.  But  now  there  appears 
an  attempt  to  interpose  a  new  authority,  superseding  all  others,  and 
one  of  a  most  mischievous  tendency — when,  instead  of  negro  com- 
plaints, receiving  a  sober  and  dispassionate  consideration,  they  are  to 
be  disposed  of  according  to  the  caprice  of  some  low,  ill-disposed  fana- 
tic. If  such  doctrine  be  not  put  down,  there  is  an  end  of  that 
control,  without  which  slavery  cannot  exist. 

"  The  statement  of  Mr.  Whitehouse  is  such  a  compound  of  the 
grossest  falsehood  and  misrepresentation,  mixed  up  with  a  very  slender 
portion  of  truth,  that  it  is  difficult  to  separate  the  ingredients.  I  cer- 
tainly did  confine  Henry  WHliams  in  the  St.  Thomas  in  the  Vale 
workhouse,  tor  disobedience  of  inv  orders,  in  fact,  openly  setting  me  at 
defiance  before  the  rest  of  the  slaves.  I  had  an  undoubted  li-til  to  do 
so,  and  i  do  not  C(/>isider  myself  respoiisible  for  that  act.     That   the 
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slave  became  sick  ihore,  and  that  I  removed  him,  is  equally  certain  ; 
and,  had  he  died  in  confinement,  these  canting  hypocrites  would  have 
reproached  me  with  having  been  the  cause  of  ins  death,  although  an 
able  medical  person  regularly  attends  the  establishment. 

"  Referring  to  the  melancholy  picture  which  Mr.  Whitehousc  has 
drawn  of  the  St.  Thomas'  in  the  Vale  workhouse,  I  preferred  that 
place  of  confinement  because  1  knew  that  it  is  under  verv  judicious 
management — that  proper  and  sufficient  food  is  supplied,  and  whether 
the  prisoners  be  poor  or  rich  they  have  nothing  but  the  prison  allowance 
— whilst  at  St.  Ann's  Bay  the  discipline  is  more  relaxed,  the  friends 
and  acquaintances  of  the  prisoners  have  access  to  them,  and,  what  is 
still  more  objectionable,  they  are  exposed  to  the  mischievous  counsels 
of  canting  Methodists.  I  am  sorry  to  speak  with  harshness  of  any 
set  of  men,  and,  until  the  present  time,  have  never  come  into  contact 
with  sectarianism ;  but  twenty-three  years  experience,  and  the  visible 
alteration  in  the  manners  and  habits  of  the  slaves  within  the  last  ten 
years,  teaq^h  me  that  these  dissenting  preachers  will,  inevitaV^ly,  bring 
the  country  to  ruin,  especially  if  their  most  improbable  calumnies  are 
countenanced  by  the  highest  authorities  in  the  state."  Watchman  of 
17th  July,  1830. 

After  some  details,  laudatory  of  his  own  humanity,  he  goes  on  to  say  : 
"  Conscious  that  I  have  done  nothing  deserving  reproach,  I  am  ready 
to  meet  any  charge  which  may  be  j)referred  against  nie  in  a  court  of 
justice,  where  my  actions  will  Vje  investigated  before  a  legal  tribunal  of 
twelve  honest  men  ;  but  with  all  the  deference  I  feel  for  the  Colonial 
Office,  I  never  will  consent  to  answer  mterrogatories."    Ibid. 

"  The  Watchman''  in  making  some  comments  on  the  remarks  of 
another  Colonial  newspaper,  the  St.  Jago  Gazette,  respecting  this  cor- 
respondence, writes  to  this  effect,  in  his  paper  of  the  14th  July,  1830  : 
"  The  Gazette  observes,  '  Our  readers  will  perceive  from  Mr.  Betty's 
reply  to  his  Excellency  Lord  Belmore,  who  made  the  communication  to 
him,  that  he  has  denied  the  truth  of  Whitehouse's  allegations;  and  from 
Mr.  Betty's  well  known  character  for  honour  and  integrity,  which  he  has 
borne  for  a  long  series  of  years,  we  cannot  doubt  that  when  the  matter 
is  properly  investigated,  their  falsehood  will  be  completely  exposed.' 

"  Now,  our  readers  will  perceive,  that  so  far  from  Mr.  Betty's  letter 
to  the  Earl  of  Belmore,  containing  a  denial  of  Mr.  Whitehouse's 
statement,  it,  in  point  of  fact,  corroborates  it. — For  example,  Mr. 
Whitehousc  charges  Mr.  Betty  with  having  threatened  to  send  Henry 
Williams,  a  slave  belonging  to  Rural  Retreat  plantation,  then  under 
his  management,  to  Rodney  Hall  workhouse,  if  lie  should  hear  that  he 
(Henry)  went  to  the  chapel  again — with  having  actually  sent  the  above- 
named  negro  to  the  workhouse,  and  with  punishing  him  for  saying  that 
he  could  not  give  up  his  religion.  To  this,  Mr.  Betty  replies,  '  1  cer- 
tainly did  confine  Henry  Williams  in  the  St.  Thomas'  in  the  Vale 
workhouse,  for  disobedience  of  my  orders,  in  fact,  for  openly  setting 
me  at  defiance,  before  the  rest  of  the  slaves.  That  the  slave  became 
sick  there,  and  that  I  removed  him,  is  equally  certain.' 

"  After  an  acknowledgement  of  this  kind,  nothing  remains  but  for 
Mr.  Beltv  to  state  (what  he  appears  very  desirous   to   keep  back)  the 
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tviture  of  the  orders  which  ho  rissons  Henry  refus(Ml  to  ohey.  Mo  is 
also  silent  as  to  the  punishmcni  said  to  have  Ix  on  inHirtod.  This.lnjw- 
ever  does  not  surprise  (is  ;  on  the  contrary,  we  arc  only  surprised  tint 
he  has  acknowledged  ^o  nuich  ;  —  enou'^h  indeed  to  had  to  tin-  •■<iu~ 
elusion  that  '  when  the  matter  is  properly  invosti;,^ated,  their  iriilii  wiil 
be  completely  established.' 

"  To  return  to  the  St.  Jago  Gazette.  Its  editor  goes  on  to  sav,  '<)n 
a  former  occasion  we  observed  that  the  eager  attention  which  the  Co- 
lonial Office  paid  to  complaints  of  this  nature,  was  a  complete  proof 
of  its  being  governed  by  Mr.  Steplien  ;  and  this  affords  another  confir- 
mation of  the  justice  of  our  remark — that  the  Colonial  Minister  was 
too  much  guided  and  led  astray  by  the  machinations  of  our  enemies.' 

"  That  the  Colonial  Office  is  under  the  government  of  Mr.  Stephen, 
and  that  the  Colonial  Minister  is  guided  and  led  astray  hv  the  machina- 
tions of  our  enemies,  because  he  listens  to  the  representations  made  to 
him  on  behalf  of  suffering  humanity,  is  a  deduction  r/uite  natural  to  a 
slave-holder,  whose  interest  it  is  to  perpetuate  the  present  inhuman  sys- 
tem, and  to  treat  as  '  calumnies'  and  '  fcdsehoods'  every  complaint  of 
that  kind,  must  be  admitted.  It  is  not,  however,  qriite  clear  that  it  is 
correct.  Nor  should  we  have  supposed  that  the  editor  of  the  St.  Jago 
Gazette,  would  condescend  to  make  usf  (jf  such  an  old  thread-bare, 
common-place,  assertion,  in  defence  of  a  gentletnan  of  Mr.  Betty's 
'  honour'  and  '  integrity.' 

'"  We  know,'  (observes  our  contemporary)  '  the  St.  Thomas  in  the 
Vale  workhouse  to  be  a  well  regulated  and  humane  house  of  correc- 
tion, in  which  every  indulgence  and  comfort  are  granted  to  those  con- 
fined therein,'  and  then  he  adds,  by  way  of  (pialificalion,  (and  a  \t'ry 
necessary  one  we  think  it  is,)  '  that  is  consistent  with  the  nature  of  the 
institution,  as  a  place  of  confinement  for  runaway  and  unruly  slaves.' 
But  let  us  look  at  Mr.  Betty's  account  of  this  place — *  I  preferred'  (he 
says)  '  that  place  of  confinement'  (the  St.  Thomas'  in  the  Vale  work- 
house) '  because  1  knew  that  it  was  under  very yMrf/ciOMS  management — 
that  proper  and  sufficient  food  is  supplied,  and  whether  the  prisoners 
be  poor  or  rich,  they  have  nothing  but  the  prison  allowance,  whilst  at 
St.  Ann's  Bay,  the  discipline  is  more  relaxed,  and  the  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances of  the  prisoners  have  access  to  them.'  Ergo,  St.  Thomas 
in  the  Vale  is  the  worse  of  the  two  ;  the  seat  of  the  greatest  darkness, 
and  therefore,  I  sent  Henrv  Williams  there,  knowing  that  he  would 
be  much  more  cruelly  punished. 

"  '  Such  studied  and  mischievous  misrepresentations'  (continues  Mr. 
Lunan,  the  editor  of  the  Gazette),  '  on  the  part  of  the  Missiou.iry 
preachers,  will  soon,  however,  counteract  their  own  designs ;  for  every 
sectariaii  must  now  be  considered  as  a  spy  in  the  land.  Some,  indeed, 
may  be  innocent,  but  from  the  difficulty  of  discovering  those  who  are 
60,  all  will  be  suspected,  and  every  man  who  has  the  least  regaril  for 
the  peace  and  welfare  of  the  Colony  will  now  watch  them  as  enemies, 
and  be  slow  to  encourage  them.' 

''  Short  as  is  this  paragraph,  and  mild  the  language  in  which  it  is 
couched,  it  nevertheless  contains,  in  the  first  place,  an  unfounded  as- 
sertion that  the  Missionaries  are  guilty  of  '  mischievous  misrepresenta- 
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lions ; '  and  in  the  next,  an  admirable  sample  of  Colonial  justice. 
'  Some,  indeed,  may  be  innocent,  but  from  the  difficulty  of  discovering 
those  who  are  so,  all  will  be  suspected.'  Now,  wc  should  be  glad  to 
know  how  our  contemporary  would  like  to  have  his  conduct  and  that 
of  his  friend,  tried  by  this  rule,  which  he  has  thought  proper  to  lay 
down,  and  by  which  the  guilt  or  innocence  of  the  Missionaries  is  to  be 
ascertained." 

"  It  also  remains  to  be  shown  in  what  respects  the  Missionaries 
have  been  guilty  of  misrepresentation.— Assertions  are  not  proofs  ; 
and  we  should  hope,  for  the  honour  of  Mr.  Lunan,  that  he  is  prepared 
to  substantiate  the  charge  he  has  so  gravely  brought  forward.  From 
another  quarter  it  would  be  treated  with  contempt.  Coming,  however, 
as  it  does  from  the  custos  of  St.  Catherine's,  who  is  also  a  "Member  of 
Assembly,  it  is  calculated  to  mislead.  Under  such  circumstances,  then, 
we  must  be  excused  for  leaving  out  of  sight,  for  the  present,  our  oft- 
expressed  respect  for  that  gentleman,  and  telling  him  that  either  he 
must  ^produce  his  proofs,  or  sit  down  under  the  odious  charge  of 
having  hazarded  an  assertion  which,  to  say  the  least  of  it,  is  not  true." 

3.      Police  of  Kingston. 

The  Watchman  of  the  10th  July.  1830,  contains  the  following  case 
of  outrageous  cruelty,  combined  with  a  gross  violation  of  the  sanctity  of 
the  Sabbath  : 

"  Yesterday  morning,  William  Henry  Hall,  esq.  a  magistrate  of  this 
city,  preferred  a  complaint  to  the  sitting  magistrates,  J.  Smith,  and  J. 
Nethersole,  esqrs.  against  Mr.  W.  J.  Harvey,  a  white  person,  employed 
on  the  wharf  of  Messrs.  John  Wilson  and  Co.,  for  cruelty  towards  two 
negro  men  slaves  belonging  to  the  drogging  (coasting)  schooner  Judith 
Farmer,  lying  along-side  that  wharf. 

"  Mr.  Hall  stated,  that  about  six  o'clock  on  Monday  afternoon  he  re- 
ceived information  that  two  negroes  had  been  flogged  in  the  workhouse 
early  that  morning,  by  order  of  Mr.  Harvey,  their  owner,  and  on  their 
return  to  the  vessel,  that  they  were  chained  down  to  the  deck  by  the 
wrist,  where  they  remained  the  whole  day,  with  the  la-'crated  parts  ex- 
posed to  the  heat  of  the  sun.  He  then  proceeded  to  the  wharf  with  two 
constables,  and,  on  going  on  board,  found  the  negroes  stil!  chained  on 
the  deck.  They  had  on  only  their  shirts.  He  ordered  a  pair  of  panta- 
loons to  be  given  to  each  of  them,  and  desired  the  constables  to  release 
them  from  the  chain,  and  to  take  them  to  the  cage  ;  at  the  same  time, 
warning  Mr.  Harvey,  the  owner  of  the  slaves,  and  Captain  Bacon,  the 
commander  of  the  schooner,  to  appear  on  the  following  morning  before 
the  sitting  magistrates. 

"  Captain  Bacon,  the  commander  of  the  vessel,  stated,  that  on  Sunday 
morning,  the  two  men  present,  Bush,  and  Bull,  left  the  vessel  with  two 
other  negroes,  named  John  Uter  and  William:  that  they  returned  on 
board  early  on  Monday  morning,  and  resumed  their  work.  Shortly  after, 
Mr.  Harvey  came  on  board,  and  on  demanding  their  reasons  for  not 
loading  the  vessel  on  Sunday  ;  they  answered,  that  they  thought  it  very 
hard  they  were  not  to  be  allowed  even  one  Sunday;  they  were  not  insolent. 
Mr.  Harvey  then  seized  them,  and  placed  them  in  a  boat,  for  the  purpKJse 
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of  ijivin^  ihcin  a  rio'^;^ing  in  tlic  workliouse.  tv.^  v«hich  place  he  took  llitd/. 
W'lieri  lie  ruturiad  on  board  with  the  negavs^  ^.ibout  seven  o'clock  ihr 
same  morning,)  he  ordered  witness  to  chain  slum,  which  he  did.  Mr. 
Harvey  came  on  board  several  times  diiriiiiX  the  <i  ly,  and  saw  wliL-re  li. 
negroes  were  lyin;.^,  and  the  naked  slate  iii  which  they  were,  but  gavt 
no  orders  that  ihey  should  be  removed  out  ot"  the  heat  of  the  sun,  or 
that  pantaloons  be  put  on  them.  Bush  and  Inill  remained  in  that  ex- 
posed situation  tVom  about  seven  o'clock  in  iho  morning,  till  six  in  the 
evening,  when  the  magistrate  and  constables  released  them.  He  had 
no  fault  to  find  with  the  negroes  ;  they  certainly  were  not  the  very  Ust 
of  negroes.  Bush  was  a  little  trickified,  but  generally  he  had  no  fault  to 
find  with  them.  They  were  flogged  and  chained  for  no  other  oflencc 
than  for  not  loading  the  vessel  on  a  Sunday. 

"  [During  the  examination,  Mr.  Harvey  whispered  something  twice  oi 
thrice  to  Capt.  Bacon,  who  answered,  '  I  must  speak  the  truth,  Mr. 
Harvey  ;'  for  doing  which  he  has  since  been  discharged.]" 

"  There  were  several  other  witnesses  present  ready  to  corroborate  the 
statement  of  Mr.  Hall  and  the  Captain,  as  well  as  to  prove  Mr.  Harvey's 
ireneral  cruel  treatment  of  the  negroes  under  his  control,  but  the  ma- 
gistrates  refused  to  examine  tliem. 

"  Mr.  Smith  (one  of  the  magistrates)  said,  he  conceived  that  Mr.  Har- 
vey acted  very  properly  in  correcting  liis  negroes  as  he  did.  He  was  ol 
opinion,  that  it  was  highly  necessary  that  they  should  have  been  on  board 
on  Sunday  ;  and,  with  regard  to  their  being  exposed  to  the  sun  all  day,  he 
knew  that  they  prefernd  being  in  the  sun  ih.m  to  be  in  the  shade.  In 
fact,  he  knew  it,  and  therefore  dismissed  the  eompiaint.'' 

The  proceeding  in  this  case  was  vindicated  by  other  newspapers,  and 
particularly  by  the  Courant.  In  reply  to  them,  the  editor  of  the  Watch- 
man puts  the  following  stringent  <jueslions  : 

"  1st.  By  what  law  was  Mr.  Harvey  authorised  to  piiiii>h,  bv  the  m- 
liction  of  tliirty-nine  lashes  each,  two  men,  merely  because  thcv  would 
not  work  on  the  Sabbath-day  :' 

"  ^d.  Was  it  necessary  to  ensure  obedience,  after  they  had  been  flogged, 
to  handcuff  them  to  a  chain  cable,  on  the  deck  of  a  vessel,  from  seven 
o'clock  in  the  morning,  till  half-past  six  o'clock  in  the  evening  ' 

"  3d.  Was  it,  or  was  it  not,  cruelty  to  confine  them,  in  the  manner  de- 
scribed, during  the  whole  day,  in  a  hot  sun,  in  a  state  of  partial  nudity, 
at  the  risk  of  their  lives? 

"4th.  What  would  have  been  the  consequence,  had  it  come  on  Muldeiily 
to  blow  (as  it  is  said  to  have  done  on  the  day  |)revious)  half  a  uale  <)\ 
wind?  And  whether  such  an  event  might  not  have  been  attended  with 
the  loss  of  those  unfortunate  individuals'  lives  ' 

"  If  Mr.  Hai-vey,  or  the  magistrates,  will  re[)lv  satisfactorily  to  these 
(juestions,  we  will  then  acquit  the  former  of  the  charge  of  cruelty,  and 
the  latter  of  having  outraged  common  sense,  by  declaring  that  he  act.  d 
very  properly  in  correcting  his  negroes  as  he  did  I 

"But,  observes  Mr.  Smith,  'it  was  highly  necessary  that  lluy  (the 
negroes)  should  have  been  on  board  on  Sunday."  In  making  this  ob- 
servation, did  Mr.  Smith  reflect  lor  one  moment  ichy  they  were  not  on 
board  on  that  day  •*     Or  will  he  pretend  to  say  that  he  was  at  the  time 
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Ignorant  of  the  reason  ?  If  he  was,  we  are  not,  and  it  is  this. — They  were 
not  on  board  on  Sunday,  because  had  they  been,  they  would  have  been 
compelled  to  load  the  vessel  on  that  day.  Granting,  however,  that  it  is 
necessarythat  sorne  person  should  remain  on  board  the  vessel,  we  are 
inclined  to  inquire  where  was  the  necessity  for  the  whole  of  the  negroes 
being  on  board  ?  Sunday,  it  is  well  known,  is  said  to  be  a  day  of  rest 
to  the  slaves,  as  well  as  to  the  free.  The  wharves,  and  other  places  of 
business,  are,  or  ought  to  be,  closed  on  that  day.  All  that  was  necessary 
then,  was  for  one  or  two  men  to  remain  on  board  the  Judith  Farmer,  to 
take  care  of  her,  and  the  others  were  certainly  entitled  by  law,  as  well  as 
custom,  to  go  on  shore  and  employ  their  time  as  they  pleased.  The  Cap- 
tain, be  it  recollected,  stated,  that  the  vessel  was  made  fast  to  the  wharf, 
and  that  a  negro  man,  his  own  property,  and  a  negro  boy  belonging  to 
Mr.  Harvey,  remained  on  board  with  him  all  Sunday-  In  the  present 
instance,  however,  we  find  Mr.  Harvey  going  round,  on  the  Saturday, 
to  the  different  wharve.';  from  which  his  vessel,  the  Judith  Farmer,  had 
to  take^oods,  and  requesting  those  goods  to  be  left  on  the  bridge  of 
the  wharf,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  employ  his  negroes  on  Sunday  in  taking 
them  off,  and  therewith  loading  his  vessel !  In  order,  then,  to  avoid 
what  they  very  properly  considered  a  hardship,  namely,  loading  the 
vessel  on  Sunday,  tlie  negroes  went  away,  and  did  not  return  until  six 
o'clock  the  following  morning.  For  this  heinous  crime,  two  of  these 
men  received  thirty-nine  lashes  each,  and  were  handcuffed  to  the  chain 
cable  of  a  vessel  in  Kingston  harbour,  until  liberated  by  a  magistrate  ; 
and  vet  this  is  the  kind  of  conduct  that  Mr.  James  Smith  and  Mr.  John 
Nethersole  attempt  to  justify,  and  to  examine  and  decide  upon  which 
they,  as  magistrates,  meet  and  award  Justice  by  dismissing  the  com- 
plaint. 

"  But,  further  observes  Mr.  Smith,  '  with  regard  to  their  (the  negroes) 
being  exposed  to  the  sun,  I  know  that  they  prefer  being  in  the  sun  than 
to  be  in  the  shade.'  Without  inquiring  from  whence  Mr.  Smith  drew 
his  stock  of  information,  we  must  be  allowed  to  say,  that  his  assertion  is 
inconsistent  with  truth  ;  the  negroes  do  not  prefer  the  burning  heat  of 
the  sun,  to  the  refreshing  coolness  of  the  shade  ;  and  of  the  correctness 
of  this  assertion,  one  day's  observation  of  the  negroes  in  this  town  will 
satisfy  any  impartial  man.  Had  he  said,  that  from  being  cojnpclled  to 
be  almost  always  in  tlie  sun,  they  can  bear  the  heat  better  than  any 
other  class  of  the  inhal^ilants,  he  would  have  been  nearer  the  truth  ;  but 
we  have  yet  to  learn  that  the  bemrj  oblujed  to  bear  is  synonymous  with 
beuKj  fond  of ;  and  we  are  inclmed  to  believe  that  Mr.  Smith  would 
soon  be  of  our  way  of  thinking,  if  he  had  ten  of  the  thirty-nine  lashes 
on  his  posteriors  which  were  inflicted  upon  Bush  and  Bull,  and  be  placed 
on  the  deck  of  the  .ludith  Farmer  in  a  broiling  sun,  for  two  hours,  with 
his  colleague  by  way  of  companion  I 

"  The  plain  simple  fact  is — the  magistrates  who  sat  on  this  occasion, 
like  most  Jamaica  magistrates,  look  upon  the  negroes  as  being  little 
butter  than  beasts  of  burden;  and  they  will  allow  almost  any  crime 
committed  against  them  to  pass  unheeded,  and  consequently  unpunished  ! 
After  the  sample  that  we  havt-  seen  of  these  rjcntlcmen  in  Saint  Anns, 
in  this  town,  and  in  other  parishes  of  the  island,  are  we  not  justified  m 


•\JS  State  of  I^aw  and  Manners  in  Jamaica  lUustratcd. 

a^in  (icclarini^  tfiat  impartial  justice  never  lias,  nor  ever  will  be,  awarded 
Lliat  miicli  injured  and  unfortunate  race  ot"  men  under  the  existing 
regime  '." 

In  tlie  next  number  oi  the  Watchman,  the  subject  is  resumed. 
"  In  our  last,"  says  the  editor,  "  we  oti'ored  a  few  remarks  on  the 
conduct  of  Messrs.  James  Smith  and  Xethersole,  the  maj^islr  ces  who 
decided  that  Mr.  J.  W.  Harvey  had  acted  properly  in  inflicting  thirty- 
nine  lashes  each  on  two  negro  men  belonsjing  to  him,  and  afterwards 
handcuffing  them  to  the  chain  cable  of  the  schooner  Judith  Farmer, 
from  seven  in  the  morning  till  half-past  six  o'clock,  in  the  evening.  We 
also  stated,  that  the  Courant  had  suppressed  every  part  of  the  evidence 
which  went  to  fix  the  charge  of  cruelty  on  Mr.  Harvey,  and  that  its 
object  evidently  was  to  justify  that  gentleman  s  conduct  on  the  ground 
that  the  punishment  was  mild,  and  no  more  than  the  negroes  deserved. 
Since  then,  we  have  received  a  letter  from  Capt.  Bacon  relative  to  the 
subject,  in  which  lie  clearly  shews  how  shamefully  his  evidence  has  l>een 
falsified  and  garbled,  and  language  put  into  his  mouth  which  he  never 
uttered,  in  order  to  give  a  colouring  to  this  infamous  transaclion. 

'•The  fact  of  ("apt.  Bacon's  l^eing  immediately  discharged,  proves  to  a 
demonstration  that  the  individual  who  regards  the  solemn  obligations 
of  an  uath  as  being  paramount  to  personal  interest,  is  not  the  kind  of 
character  likely  to  do  well  in  Jamaica  ! 

"  Capt.  Bacon  observes, '  Mr.  Harvey  asked  me  on  Monday  night  what 
kind  of  testimony  I  intended  to  give,  and,  on  my  answering  him  I 
could  not  tell,  I  would  answer  truly  to  whatever  I  was  asked;  he  replied, 
then  I  do  not  think  you  will  be  a  friend  of  mine,  and  I  must  gel  some 
other  person  to  plead  tor  me.' 

•■  Finding  that  Capt.  Bacon  was  not  to  be  tamprrrd  with.  Mr.  Harvey 
immediately  determines  upon  pursuing  the  line  of  conduct  almost  inva- 
riably pursued  in  cases  of  this  kind — that  is,  in  attempting  to  throw 
discredit  upon  his  testimony,  by  making  it  appear  that  his  having  been 
discharged  was  the  reason  why  he  spoke  as  he  did  ;  or,  to   be  more 
plain,  that  he  was  actuated  by  vindictive  motives  in  stating  what  he  did, 
because  he  had  been  discharged.     This  ground,  we  are,  however,  glad 
to  perceive,  had  been  rendered  untenable  bv  Capt.  Bacon's  explanation. 
"  It  further  appears,  that  it  was  the  constant  practice  on  board  the 
Judith  Farmer  to  punish  the  negroes  in  this  dangerous  as  well  as  inhu- 
man manner.     With  all  due  deference,  however,  to  the  profundity  of 
Messrs.  Smith  and  Nelhersole's  wisdom,  we  must  be  allowed  to  say, 
that  not  only  is  it  not  the  practice  on  board  of  droggers  to  confine  ne- 
groes in  this  manner,  but  that  it  is  also  repugnant  to  the  spirit  of  our 
much  toasted  slave  law;  and  that  consequently  no  man,  whatever  may 
l*  hi»  rank  or  condition,  has  a  right  to  treat  "his  slaves  in  the  way  that 
Mr.  Harvey  has  done. 

"  'J  hat  Mr.  Harvey  is  as  cruel  a  slave-owner  as  any  in  the  city  of 
K"y«t/)n,  if  not  m  the  island  of  Jamaica,  is  a  fact  too  notorious  to  be 
d«ii>/J,  even  by  his  champions.  Nor  is  it  irrelevant  to  the  subject  to 
|»*^«^v.n  a  circumstance,  which  must  go  to  justify  the  negroes  for  having 
'<^'  '},*■  schooner,  after  they  had  done  that  which  ;ilone  they  are  required 
'"'  '".rrl  of  other  droggers  to  do,  and  ought  to  do  ou  Sundays,  namely, 
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washing  the  decks.  It  is  this :  they  had  been  employed  from  six  o'clock 
on  the  Saturday  morning  until  ttvo  o'clock  on  Sunday  morning  in  load- 
ing the  Judith  Farmer,  with  only  two  intervals,  during  which  they  took 
their  breakfast,  consisting  of  corn-meal  and  raackarel,  at  seven  o'clock 
in  the  morning,  and  their  dinner  of  the  same  kind  of  food,  at  seven 
o'clock  in  the  evening.  Yet,  although  they  had  been  worked  till  two 
o'clock  on  Sunday  morning,  they  were  required  bv  their  humane  owner 
to  turn  to  work  again  at  seven  o'clock  ;  and  to  avoid  which,  they  went 
away,  and  were  subsequently  punished  in  the  manner  already  described. 
So  much  for  the  propriety  of  that  gentleman's  conduct,  and  the  justice 
of  the  magistrates'  decision!  And  here  we  leave  this  subject,  with  an 
assurance  to  John  Nethersole,  and  James  Smith,  esqrs.  that  they  are 
quilt;  at  liberty  to  snarl  and  sliew  their  teeth,  (for  more  they  cannot  do,) 
whilst  we  proceed  in  the  discharge  of  our  dutv,  regarding  their  malice 
with  contempt,  and  their  want  of  common  humanity  and  common  sense 
with  pity  !" 

4.       Ven    Quarter  Sessions. 

In  the  Watchman  of  the  7th  August,  1830,  we  have  the  following 
communication  : 

"  On  Tuesday,  the  24th  ult.,  the  following  trial  took  place  before 
Justices  Holmes,  M'Leod,  Lewis,  and  Mr.  Sconce,  at  the  quarter  ses- 
sions, in  the  parish  of  Vere. 

"A  negro  man  slave,  'jelonging  to  the  Bog  Estate,  in  that  parish, 
named  George  Ancle,  was  brought  to  the  bar,  charged  with  holding  and 
attending  nightly  meetings,  in  defiance  of  the  51st  clause  of  the  island 
slave  law.     Prisoner  pleaded  Not  Guilty. 

"  Mr.  Syers,  overseer  of  the  Bog,  sworn.  On  Monday,  21st  June,  a 
man  was  sent  to  me  by  the  driver,  as  being  a  preacher  about  our  negro 
houses.  He  was  decently  dressed,  and  had  on  a  black  coat.  I  talked  a 
little  with  him,  and  then  ordered  liim  oh' the  property. 

"  Head  driver  sworn.  I  have  seen  prisoner  stand  up,  and  pray;  did 
not  see  any  pulpit.  I  sometimes  go  to  hear  him,  and  plenty  others  go. 
Some  pray.  We  meet  on  Sunday  afternoons  ;  I  sometimes  stay  till  all 
is  over ;  it  is  not  later  than  eight  or  nine  o'clock.  Never  see  or  know 
him  to  get  any  money.  I  go  to  hear  prayers,  and  to  pray  to  God. 
Never  knew  the  negroes  to  neglect  their  work,  or  turn  out  later  in  the 
mornings  in  consequence. 

"John  Chambers,  head  watchman  of  the  Bog,  and  a  Christian,  sworn. 
The  prisoner  is  a  preacher ;  he  has  been  in  the  habit  of  praying  many 
years.  »Since  old  massa's  time,  myself  and  others  go  and  hear  him ; 
they  meet  on  Sunday  afternoons,  and  Friday  nights,  at  dark ;  can't  say 
the  time;  the  candles  were  lighted.  We  did  not  know  it  was  any  harm 
to  go  and  hear  of  our  duty  to  God.  I  have  seen  the  prisoner  preaching ; 
I  can't  say  what  time  when  we  break  up.  Prisoner  never  had  a  book. 
We  all  sang  hymns  also.  There  was  never  any  money  collected  ;  never 
saw  or  heard  of  the  prisoner  getting  paid  for  his  preaching,  either  by 
money,  fowls,  pigs,  or  any  other  thing  else. 

"  Th°  driver  was  here  called  upon  to  give  the  prisoner  a  character. 
Prisoner  is  a  carpenter;  a  very  good  working  man,  a  moral  man;  never 
knew  him  to  get  into  faults,  or  nm  away  ;  always  pleased  every  one. 
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"  The  i)ri5oner  was  here  asked  wliat  he  had  to  say  in  l»i>  dLlciicc. 
Fie  said  he  attended  church  and  chapel  whenever  he  could  himself,  and 
heard  tht^  'j;ood  word;  he  thoui;ht  it  was  no  harm  to  tell  it  to  his  fellow- 
slaves,  and  to  pray  with,  and  for  them,  that  God  may  bless  them  all. 

''  The  court  then  addressed  him,  saying,  that  the  jury  had  found  him 
guilty  of  preaching;  and  as  such,  and  in  order  to  deter  olhe.j  from  the 
like,  the  sentence  of  the  court  was,  that  he  should  he  taken  toClantidon 
workhouse,  and  there  placed  to  six  months'  hard  labour." 

5.   Defence  of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bridges. 

It  is  a  further  proof  of  the  zeal  with  which  the  cause  of  inhumanitv 
is  upheUl  in  Jamaica,  that  the  Courant,  tlie  paper  in  that  island,  which 
is  regarded  as  the  organ  of  the  assembly  and  of  the  colonial  party  ge- 
nerally, has  introduced  the  following  shameless  libel  on  the  l3ishop  of 
that  island,  because  he  appears  to  have  been  scandalized  at  the  conduct 
of  the  Rev.  Mr.  Bridges.  It  is  inserted  in  the  Courant  of  the  7lh 
July,  and  forms  the  leading  article  of  the  p^tper  of  that  day:  — 

"We  understand,"  says  the  editor,  "from  authority  on  which  we  can 
rely,  that  the  Bishop,  backed  by  Mr.  Anti-slavery  Secretary  Pringle',« 
influence  with  the  crown  office,  has  obtained  the   Attorney  General's 
garbled  documents  against  Mr.  Bridges,  which  Lord  Belmore,  it  seems, 
very  judiciously  refused;  and  that  the  prelate   intends  to  attempt  the 
utter  ruin  of  that  persecuted  gentleman  and  his  t'amily!    We  know  not 
what  in(piisilor:al   power  the  Bishop  possesses  under  a  law  blindly  as- 
sented to  bv  our  legislature;   but  we  are  (juite  certain  thai  the  House 
of  Assembly  never  contemplated  bestowing  such  power  on  any  man. 
And,  after  all,  what  has  Mr.  Bridges  done  ?     W'e  know  what  he  has 
done  to  serve  the  colony,  and  we  know  that  it  is  that  alone  which  stirs 
the  bile  of  his  malignant  oppressors.     But  let  us  ask,  what  is  the  out- 
ward and  visible  plea  for  all  this  persecution  ?  IVh?/,  he  did  what  every 
owner  of  a  slave  is  daily  obliged  to  do:    he  ordered  an  insolent  slave 
to  be  punished  with  sicitches  ;  and  the  slave  was  suborned  by  the  Me- 
thodists to  declare  that  she  had  been  punished  oveniuich.     A  council 
of  protection  examined  the  slave,  and  investigated   the  matter  within 
a  few  davs  of  its  being  inflicted  ;    when,  if  severe,  it  would  have  been 
visible  on  her  person.     No  such  violence  appeared.     The  woman  was 
detected  in  the  grossest  deception  and  falsehood,  and  the  rector  stood 
perfectly  acquitted  of  the  malicious  charge.     His  enemies,  the  Metho- 
dists,  represented  the   matter   in  their  own  way  to   the   Anti- slavery 
Society;   and  Mr.  Hugo  James  (the  Attorney  General),  we  suppose,  to 
<i^ratify  that  rtspectable  body,  indicted  Mr.  Bridges  a  twelvemonth  af- 
terwards.    The  grand  jury,  after  minute  investigation,  threw  out  the 
bill  on  the  clearest  evidence.     The  Bishop,   to   satisfy   his  episcopal 
spleen,  and   wreak   his   vengeance  on   a  clergyman  who  rejected   his 
chaplaincy,  now  seeks  to  deprive  him  of  his  bread  on  the  ground  of  an 
offence  which  three  tribunals,  composed  of  honest  men,  have  declared 
on  their  oaths  that  he  did  not  commit!    Will  Jamaica   permit  this? 
Never. 

"  But  we  happen  to  have  some  little  information  as  to  the  domestic 
lives  of  this  said  Bishoj)  aiid  his  clergy,  and  wit!i  some  degree  of  confi- 
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(lence  we  will  ask  the  Bishop  whether  he  never  ordered  a  servant  to  be 
punished,  not  with  switches,  but  with  the  cart-whip,  and  with  thirty- 
nine  lashes  instead  of  five  ?  Did  the  venerable  archdeacon,  at  a  certain 
tavern  on  the  north-side,  never  take  the  law  into  his  own  hands  and 
punish  his  servant  himself,  and  then  give  him  sundry  dollars  to  proceed 

one  stage  further  with  him  ?    Did  the  very  Rev.  the  D.  of ,  never 

chastise  a  servant  in  the  fancv  line  '  We  could  cite  many  more,  even 
among  the  clergy.  Then  what  has  Mr.  Bridges  done  in  comparison  to 
all  this  '!'  Why  is  he  the  man  whom  the  mild,  the  charitable,  the  bene- 
volent Bishop  of  Jamaica,  said  he  would  drive  off  the  island,  when  he 
himself  first  set  foot  on  it,  because  he  was  a  '  pamphleteering  parson  V 
Such  were  his  very  words — that  is,  because  he  had  defended  the  cha- 
racter of  the  colony  against  Wilberforce  and  his  infamous  crew.  The 
Clergy  Bill  and  the  Bishop's  authority  expire  with  the  present  year. 
Will  Jamaica  foster  a  man  who  entertains  feelings  like  these '^  Let  her 
look  to  this — We  shall."' 

We  tti^ink  it  honourable  to  the  Bishop  that  he  should  have  become 
the  object  of  calumny  to  the  partizans  of  colonial  abuses.  It  is  the  fate 
which  all,  who  will  honestly  perform  their  duty  as  public  functionaries, 
must  expect  to  encounter;  and  he  only  shares  the  lot  of  those  who  have 
preceded  him  in  that  righteous  course. 

The  statements  of  the  Couranl,  in  exculpation  ef  Mr.  Bridges,  are 
some  of  them  so  obviously  untrue,  so  opposed  to  the  unquestionable 
facts  of  the  case,  that  we  must  believe  that  the  charges  preferred 
against  the  bishop  and  archdeacon,  with  a  view  of  relieving  the  imputa- 
tions on  Mr.  Bridges  from  a  share  of  their  enormity,  by  associating  others 
in  equal  guilt,  to  be  equally  false  and  unfounded.  If  those  charges 
were  even  true,  they  might  tend  to  prove  the  hateful  nature  of  slavery,  but 
they  could  do  little  to  clear  the  character  of  Mr.  Bridges. — There  is  one 
part,  however,  of  the  Courant's  defence,  for  which  we  thank  him,  because 
there  he  is  a  competent  and  credible  witness.  "  After  all,"  he  says, 
"  What  has  Mr.  Bridges  done'^"  "  Why,"  replies  the  editor,  "  he  did 
what  (very  owner  of  a  slave  is  daily  obliged  to  d-o."  That  is  to  say,  he 
fiogged  his  female  slave  on  the  bared  body  with  bamboo  rods,  till  her 
back  was  covered  willi  gore.  Surelv  there  must  be  somewhat  of  exag- 
geration in  the  testimony  of  this  eager  partizrm  of  Mr.  Bridges.  Surely 
there  must  Ix-  some  owners  of  slaves  in  Jamaica  who  do  not  daily  thus 
disgrace  themselves.  But  even  if  we  assume,  that  in  tlu  too  /.ealous 
advocacy  of  liis  friend  he  has  surpassed  the  limits  of  truth,  yet,  il  his 
statement  is  to  be  regarded  as  even  ajjproaching  thosp  limits — he  gives 
a  still  more  revolting  rejiresentation  of  .Jamaica  law  and  manners, 
than  even  we  should  have  dartnl  to  exhibit. 


III. JaM.MCA  ANTI-Sl.AVr.KV  SoCIKTY     PROrOM  I). 

In  the  Watchman,  of  the  31st  July  1830,  is  inserted  a  letter  to  the 
Editor,  from  a  Hater  oi  Si.avfrv,  to  this  effect  ; — "  What  think  you 
of  the  propriety  of  establishing  an  '  Anti-slavery  Soci(!t\'  in  this  inland  ' 
It  might  inspire  our  brethren  in  England  with  more  ardour,  in  fighting 
for  the  abolition  of  slavery,  to  know  that  they  had  kjih\  on  tho   «oot  to 
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tpve  information  on  whit^h  they  mi^lit  depend."'  The  reply  nl  the 
Editor  is  as  follows  : — "  We  cannot,  in  justice,  l)e  averse  to  a  proprxi- 
fion  in  itself  so  liberal,  and  so  consis.'ent  wiili  the  spirit  of  liurniiiitv. 
Nav,  tlif  subject  is  one  that  has  occupied  the  minds  of  several  influLii- 
tial'persoiis,  and  ue  can  tind  no  reason  operating-  agauist  tiiCj'uini.iiion 
of  such  a  Society."' 


IV.  —  A  N  T I-S  L  AV  E  a  Y   M  E  ET I N  (1 S. 

It  would  be  beyond  our  power,  and  would  far  exceed  the  capacity  ol 
our  pa^es,  to  enter  into  any  detailed  account  of  the  various  meetings 
which  have  taken  place  during  the  current  month,  with  a  view  to  pro- 
mote the  early  and  entire  extinction  of  negro  slavery.  We  must  of  ne- 
cessity content  ourselves  with  seizing  on  any  circumstances  of  a  new 
and  important  character  which  may  have  occurred  to  throw  additional 
light  on  the  questioi;,  or  to  give  additional  confirmation  to  the  esta- 
blished facts  and  relations  of  the  subject.  It  is  in  this  view  that  we  are 
led  to  single  out  tlie  particular  occurrences  to  wuich  we  are  now  about 
to  advert, 

A  meetino-  was  held  at  Ii'swiCH,  on  the  "24111  of  September  last, 
which  was  very  numerously  and  respectably  attended,  and  where  reso- 
lutions were  adopted,  and  jXrtitions  framed,  in  unison  with  tlie  now  pre- 
vailing sentiment — that  it  is  the  imperative  duty  of  this  Christian  nation 
to  put  an  end  forthwith  to  the  crime  of  colonial  slavery.  One  of  the 
speakers,  on  that  occasion,  was  the  Rev.  Mr.  Outon,  who,  after  a  resi- 
dence of  about  six  years  in  .Jamaica,  as  a  missionary,  in  connection  with 
the  Wfsleyan  Methodists,  lately  returned  to  England,  in  the  hope, 
through  the  divine  blessing,  to  repair  his  shattered  constitution.  (Jur 
readers  are  already  conversant  with  Mr.  Orton's  labours  and  sulierings 
in  the  service  of  his  Master,  and  of  those  outcasts  from  the  pale  of  hu- 
manity, for  whom  that  Master  shed  his  blood— the  negro  slaves  of  .!a- 
maica.  In  the  zealous  discharge  of  his  niissionary  duties,  he  was 
necessarily  brought  into  close  contact  with  slavery,  and  had  a  full 
opportunity  of  estimating  its  real  nature  and  effects.  His  courage  and 
constancy,  and  at  the  same  time  his  meekness,  in  circumstances  of  pe- 
culiar trial  and  of  persecution ;  the  admitted  uprightness  of  his  cha- 
racter; and  his  disinterested  devotedness  to  the  cause  of  Christian  truth, 
are  pledges  for  the  correctness  of  his  representations,  especially  a>  ic 
has  had  full  means  of  verify  inji;  them,  so  as  to  escape  those  illusions  which 
a  hasty  and  cursory  view  of  the  facts,  for  which  he  makes  himselt 
responsible,  might  possibly  have  caused.  We  give,  theretore,  the 
substance  of  his  personal  testimony  on  this  subject,  with  more  than 
ordinary  confidence;  and  with  no  less  confidence  do  we  recommend 
it  to  the  attentive  consideration  of  our  readers.— Mr.  Oktov  said, 
he  came  forward  with  much  dittidencc,  particularly  on  account  of 
the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  he  stood.  It  had  been  his  lot. 
as  a  Minister  of  the  Gospel,  to  surter  from  those  who  were  oppovd 
to  the  religious  instruction  of  ihe  slaves.  He,  however,  could  con- 
scientiously disclaim  any  thing  like  vindictive  feeling,  and  trusU"! 
that,  in  the  midst  of  severe  perseculioii.s,  he  had  been  influenced  by 
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that  Cliristiaa  principle  which  led  him  to  commiserate  the  condition  of 
his  worst  persecutors,  and  sincerely  to  pray  for  those  by  whom  he  had 
been  despitefuily  used.  And  lie  assured  the  meeting,  that  nothing 
short  of  a  sense  of  duty,  arising  from  an  utter  abhorrence  of  Slavery, 
produced  by  personal  observation,  would  have  induced  him  to  come 
forward  in  compliance  with  the  pressing  invitation  he  had  received  to 
lend  his  feeble  aid  to  a  cause  which  had  for  its  object  the  extermination 
<3f  a  system  so  fraught  with  evil.  He  had  had  many  painful  oppor- 
t-tinities  of  witnessing  the  horrors  of  slavery.  He  had  heard  the  clank- 
ing of  the  chains  of  the  poor  negroes ;  he  had  listened  to  their  heart- 
rending shrieks  under  the  lash  of  the  whip  ;  nor  had  he  become  callous 
to  them,  as  might  be  the  case  with  some  long  accustomed  to  view,  and 
to  participate  in,  and  to  profit  by,  such  scenes  of  human  misery.  His 
hatred  to  it  as  a  most  brutal  system,  had  increased  in  proportion  to  the 
length  of  his  acquaintance  with  it.  It  had  been  suggested  by 
one  of  the  preceding  speakers,  that  slavery  was  had  m  -principle,  and 
cruel  ^n  practice  ;  he  desired  to  corroborate  those  sentiments.  They 
were  all  agreed  that  slavery  was  bad  in  principle.  How  many  of  our 
fellow  men  were  deprived  by  it  of  the  common  rights  of  God's  rational 
creatures.  Havmg  no  property  even  in  their  own  persons  or  in  their 
families,  parents  and  their  offsprin;:;  being  the  common  chattels  of 
their  owners,  thev  were  subject  to  disposal,  and  liable  to  painful  se- 
parations at  the  mere  caprice,  or  convenience  of  the  master.  He  had 
frequently  witnessed,  with  feelings  of  the  highest  indignation,  the  sale 
of  human  beings  in  the  public  market,  consisting  chiefly  of  the  Mar- 
shal's seizures  for  debt,  upon  whom  violent  hands  had  been  laid  under 
the  most  painful  circumstances,  and  who  were  thus  dragged  to  the 
market  and  sold  to  the  highest  bidder.  Neither  could  the  slave  legally 
acquire  property  of  any  description ;  and  thus  he  was  made  to  endure  more 
than  tlie  common  curse  of  man.  His  brovj  sweats  by  excessive  toil 
under  a  burning  sun,  where  nature  had  provided,  by  rapid  vegetation 
and  the  fruitfulness  of  the  earth,  for  the  incapacity  of  man  intensely 
to  toil  in  such  a  clirnate.  The  unhapjjy  result  was,  that  thousands 
dragged  out  a  miserable  existence,  and  that  there  was  a  most  prodigal 
waste  of  human  life  ;  and  all  this  for  the  pecuniary  advantage  of  a 
few  individuals,  the  labourers  themselves  havini;  nothing  in  the  form  of 
equivalent  for  such  a  cruel  extortion  of  severe  and  uncompensated  toil. — 
ISlavery  was  not  only  bad  in  principle,  but  cruel  in  practice.  Of  this 
the  British  public  heard  something,  but  very  partially,  and  they  had 
been  grievously  misled  by  misrepresentations  ;  though  he  felt  disposed 
to  give  slave-owners  residing  in  England,  credit  for  ignorance  of  many 
abuses  practised  towards  their  own  slaves.  But  those  who  have  had 
opportunities  of  witnessing  slavery  in  its  undisguised  state,  not  in  its 
holiday  attire,  not  veiled  by  preparatory  arrangements  from  the  view  of 
an  unexpected  visitor  ;  such  persons  could  alone  see  and  hear  and 
know  the  horrors  of  slavery.  The  excessive  labour  extorted  from  the 
slave  is  certainly  one  of  the  worst  features  of  this  cruel  system. 
Various  statements  had  been  given  as  to  the  number  of  hours  the  slave 
had  to  be  employed  for  his  master;  he  would  state,  and  lliat  without 
any  fear  of  successful  contradiction,  that  calculating  from  the  time  the 
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nej^ro  is  called  from  his  rest  by  the  smack  of  the  whip,  or  otiier  si^-nal, 
he  is  employed  for  his  master,  taking  the  average  of  the  year  njuml, 
from  fifteen  to  sixteen  hours  every  day.  He  had  been  in  the  habit  of 
travelling  much  in  the  night,  or  early  in  the  morning,  and  had  fre- 
quently observed  the  negroes  on  the  stir,  and  travelling  to  the  Held  be- 
tween the  hours  of  three  and  five  o'clock;  and  had  witnessed  the 
Hogging  of  slaves  before  five  in  the  morning  for  not  being  Varlicr  at 
their  work.  He  had  also  seen  them  in  the  field,  during  crop  time,  a> 
late  as  nine  or  ten  o'clock  at  night ;  and  all  this  exclusive  of  the  con- 
stant night  work  going  on  during  crop  in  the  mill  and  boiling-house. 
At  least  in  some  instances,  he  could  say,  from  his  own  knowledge,  thai 
the  hours  of  employment  were  excessive  and  cruel,  and  they  might  be 
so  in  all  with  impunity.  It  was  almost  unnecessary  to  dwell  upon  the 
coercive  measures  adopted  for  obtaining  such  excess  of  labour  ;  it  was 
well  known  that  the  whip  was  the  constant  and  only  stimulus  to  com- 
pel them  to  toil  beyond  the  ca[)ability  of  nature  itself.  This  instru- 
ment, of  which  he  gave  a  description,  when  adroitly  applied,  cuts  most 
severely,  literally  lacerating  the  flesh  at  every  stroKC.  He,  however, 
telt  some  satisfaction  in  stating,  that  this  awful  instrument  was  growing 
into  distaste,  and  he  could  confirm  a  statement  that  had  been  made  to 
the  meeting  as  to  the  humane  conduct  of  Mr.  Barrett,  a  membur  of  the 
.lamaica  Assembly,  who  had  spoken  in  the  strongest  terms  against  the 
use  of  so  horrible  an  instrument,  and  had  prohibited  the  use  of  it  on  his 
own  estates  entnely,  not  allowing  it  to  be  used  even  in  driving  his  cattle. 
He  had  the  honour  of  being  acquainted  with  that  gentleman,  and  had 
been  in  the  habit  of  visiting  his  estates  as  a  Missionary,  and  he  had 
every  reason  to  believe  that  the  cart-whip  was  never  used  on  Mr.  Bar- 
rett's property.  It  was  however  enough  for  the  point  in  question,  that 
such  a  foul  weapon  mi^ht  be,  and  was  actually  used,  at  the  pleasure 
of  any  individual,  to  lacerate  cruellv  the  person  of  a  helpless  fellow 
<;reature. —  The  want  of  proper  support  and  care  was  also  a  species  ui 
cruelty  connected  with  slavery.  Slaves  in  .lamaica  were  not  supported 
from  the  store  houses  of  the  estate;  but  had  allotments  of  land  which 
they  must  cultivate  for  their  support.  These  negro  grounds  were  very 
frequently  at  a  great  distance  from  the  estate  on  which  they  lived, 
varying  from  two  to  six  or  even  ten  or  fifteen  miles  from  their  residence. 
To  raise  provisions  on  these  grounds  for  their  support,  they  were  allowed 
by  the  law  of  the  island  one  day  in  the  fortnight,  having  to  travel  to 
and  from  the  distances  statt^d.  The  consequence  was,  that  a  con- 
siderable portion  of  their  little  time  and  strength  was  taken  up  in  iconic 
backwards  and  forwards;  add  to  which,  in  crop,  which  lasted  nearly  halt 
the  year,  and  during  which,  they  worked  half  the  night  as  well  as  all 
the  day,  they  seldom  had  an  "opporiunity  of  going  to  the  grounds 
when  so  distant,  so  that  these  frequently  went  to  ruin,  the  provisions 
were  stolen,  and  the  negro  was  dispirited,  and  became  quite  reluctant 
to  attempt  to  restore  his  land  under  such  discouraging  circumstances. 
There  was,  however,  a  small  portion  of  pickled  herrings  served  out  to 
them,  and  occasionatty,  to  women  advanced  in  pregnancy,  and  chiKlren, 
an  allowance  of  corn-meal  or  oat-meal.  — In  visitmg  the  negro  huts,  many 
•cciies  of  wretchedness  were  presen'td,  m   old   and   disabled    negroes. 
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sorely  affected  with  scorbutic  humours,  so  that  in  some  instances  their 
limbs  were  literally  rotting  from  their  bodies.  It  must  be  admitted  that 
this  may  be  partly  owing  to  neglect  on  the  part  of  the  negroes,  but  in 
most  instances  it  arose  from  a  constitution  injured  by  excess  of  labour 
and  poorness  of  living. — Slavery  was  also  most  injurious  in  its  moral 
influences,  it  corrupted  the  morals,  induced  idleness,  theft,  debauchery, 
and  duplicity,  all  of  wliich  strongly  characterized  the  Negro  Slave, 
particularly  petty  theft,  (if  so  it  may  be  called)  it  being  difficult  to  con- 
vince a  slave  that  there  was  any  moral  evil  in  taking  his  master's  pro- 
visions. Slavery  interfered  too  with  the  religious  privileges  and  advan- 
tages of  the  negioes,  depriving  them  of  their  Sabbaths,  which  must 
necessarily  be  occupied  in  cultivating  their  grounds  or  bringing  down 
their  provisions  to  market ;  and  too  frequently  many  are  employed  for  a 
great  portion  of  the  Sabbath  attending  to  sundry  matters  upon  the 
estates.  The  apprehension  of  punishment  e.xpressly  inflicted  for 
attending  the  means  of  grace  operates  very  seriously  against  the  re- 
ligious instruction  of  the  slave  ;  many  very  distressing  and  well  au- 
thenticated instances  of  such  persecution  were  upon  record,  some  of 
which  had  come  under  his  own  inmiediate  notice.  By  the  provisions 
of  the  slave  law  of  Jamaica,  mutual  instruction  amongst  the  slaves  was 
entirely  prohibited,  and  this  law  had  in  many  cases  been  most  rigorously 
and  painfully  enforced.  There  could  not  be  a  greater  hindrance  than 
this  to  religious  instruction  ;  many  slaves  from  previous  instruction 
being  quite  competent  to  teach,  and  in  general  astonishingly  apt  in  com- 
municating knowledge  to  their  fellow  negroes.  In  fact,  in  a  thousand 
forms  over  which,  under  existing  circumstances,  there  could  be  no  con^ 
trol,  did  the  hateful  system  of  slavery  obtrude  itself  upon  the  full  and 
proper  discharge  of  ministerial  duties,  and  the  religious  privileges  of 
the  slave.  He  was  quite  aware  that  many  gentlemen  residing  in  Eng- 
land were  desirous  to  afford  every  facility  for  the  religious  instruction 
of  their  slaves  ;  but  their  benevolent  designs  were  thwarted  by  their 
agents,  and  they  were  in  fact  deceived,  in  many  instances,  by  state- 
ments the  most  "incorrect.  It  became  therefore  the  duty  of  every  man, 
and  especially  of  those  under  whose  observation  many  of  those  evils 
had  passed,  on  the  principles  of  common  humanity  and  Christianity,  to 
lift  up  their  voice  against  a  practice  so  unjust  in  itself,  and  so  baneful 
in  its  tendencies.  Mr.  Orton,  in  conclusion,  observed,  that  he  trusted 
every  exertion  would  be  made  for  the  immediate  and  entire  abolition 
of  Slavery.  It  was  not  a  question  of  intricacy  whether  the  cruel 
system  of'slavery  should  be  exterminated,  but  one  of  common  sense 
and  of  common  humanity,  on  which  the  meanest  and  most  illiterate 
were  capable  of  deciding. '  He  hoped  the  utmost  elibrts  would  be  made 
to  rouse  the  British  public  in  general,  on  a  question  in  which  every  man, 
nay,  every  woman,  was  deeply  concerned.  And  he  trusted  that  the 
mass  and  weight  of  the  petitions,  bearing  the  cries  of  Great  Britain  and 
Ireland,  against  oppression  and  cruelty,  to  the  ears  of  the  British 
Legislature,  would  impel  them  to  the  adoption  of  decided  measures, 
for  the  full  accomplishment  of  an  object  so  desirable,  and  so  long 
prayed  for — the  utter  extinction  of  British  Colonial  Slavery. 

At  CoLCiiKSTEK   a  similar  meeting  was  held,  on  the  28th  of  Sep- 
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tember.  On  this  occasion,  a  zealous  friend  of  the  Anti-Slavery  caii*f, 
Mr.  Blvti;,  sugi^ested  a  serious  difficulty  which  was  likely  to  ;iris<! 
in  carrying  into  etiect  the  measure  of  entire  and  immediate  emancipa- 
tion. It  was  this — •'  As  there  was  no  poor  laws  in  the  West  Indies, 
what  provision  would  be  made  for  the  support  of  the  slaves  'generally, 
and  especially  of  the  old  slaves  ?  Would  they  not  be  turned  out  to 
perish  with  hunger  or  disease,  unless  some  provision  \\er\  made  for 
them  ?  How  were  they  to  be  fed  and  clothed,  when  no  longer  fed  and 
clothed  by  the  owners?"— We  did  not  perceive  that  any  distinct  solu- 
tion was  given  to  this  ditHculty.  It  may  be  of  use,  therefore,  to  make 
a  few  remarks,  in  order  to  obviate  all  apprehensions  of  the  same  kind, 
which  may  suggest  themselves  to  well  meaning,  but  ill  informed  friends 
of  our  cause.  Let  us  take,  as  an  example,  the  agricultural  slaves  of  Ja- 
maica, and  let  us  consider  how  thev  are  sustained  at  the  present  mo- 
ment. The  missionary  Orton  has  already  thrown  light  on  that  (juestion. 
As  to  what  they  receive  from  their  masters,  it  may  be  thus  estimated  :  — 
herrings,  at  an  annual  cost  for  each  slave,  of  8  or  10s.;  seven  yards  of 
coarse  Osnaburgh,  and  three  yards  of  coarse  b..ize,  at  an  expense 
of  9  or  10s.  more;  a  hat,  and  other  small  articles,  whicn  may  cost 
2s.  to  2s.  6rf.,  making  in  all  from  20s.  to  22s.  (jrf.,  being  a  very  liberal 
estimate  of  the  master's  annual  supply  of  food  and  clothing  for  each 
slave.  With  these  exceptions,  the  whole  of  the  slave's  subsistence,  and 
that  of  his  family  in  Jamaica,  is  derived  frmn  the  produce  of  his  own 
labour  in  the  provision  grounds  during  the  26  davs  in  the  vcar,  which, 
besides  Sundays,  are  by  law  directed  to  be  allowed  to  him  for  this  pur- 
pose. If,  however,  I>y  t!.e  cmplovmcnt  of  time  equal  to  half  a  day  in  the 
week,  exclusive  of  Sunday,  a  slave  and  his  wife  can  now  raise  food  to 
sustain  themselves  and  their  chilflren,  it  is  obvious  that  when  they  have 
twelve  half  days  in  the  week,  besides  Sunday,  for  the  purpose,  they 
will  not  be  likely  to  suffer  from  the  pressure  of  hunger ;  or  if  they  do,  it 
will  be  clearly  their  own  fault.  But  it  will  be  said,  that  land  is  now  given 
them  by  their  masters,  but  then  the  masters  will  not  twi  bound  to  give 
them  any.  True  ; — but  there  is  the  whole  soil  of  the  island,  which  now 
supports  them  ;  and  which  produces  vast  ([uantilies  of  sugar,  cotfee,  and 
other  articles  in  addition  to  their  food.  What  is  to  become  of  it?  If 
the  present  proprietors  continue  to  occupy  and  cultivate  it,  it  is  [dain 
they  will  require  labourers,  to  whom  tliey  must  pay  r('as(jnable  wages 
for  doing  so  ;  and  where  are  such  labourers  to  be  found,  but  among  the 
former  slaves?  Or  they  must  parcel  it  out,  and  sell  or  rent  it  to  their 
former  bondmen.  Or  they  must  abandon  it  entirely.  In  either  case,  the 
liberated  negroes  will  enjoy  abundant  means  oi"  obtaining  food  and 
other  comforts,  in  proportion  to  the  labour  they  choose  to  exert ;  and 
that  labour,  we  may  rest  assured,  will  not  fall  below  the  measure  of 
their  wants.  No  one  has  ever  asserted  that  the  liberated  Haytians 
ever  experienced  the  slightest  difficulty  in  providing  iheniselves  with 
abundance  of  food,  and  with  the  clothing  thev  required;  and  nothing 
can  prove  more  decidedly  the  absence  of  any  thing  of  that  distress  or  dis- 
comfort, of  which  Mr.  Blyth  is  apprehensive,  in  case  even  of  sudden  eman- 
cipation, than  that  while  the  slaves  in  Jamaica  decrease,  notwithstand- 
in<^  all  the  herrin-jTs  and  cIothin<2:   ilieir   masters  give  them  ;    and  the 
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Haytians,  while  slaves,  also  decreased  rapidly  ;  yet  that, since  thciroinan- 
cipation,  the  Havti.ms  have  been  doubling  their  tiiimi-.L'rs  in  about  '20 
to  22  years.  All  such  fears  as  those  of  Mr.  Blylii  may  therefore  be 
dismissed  as  utterly  vain.  As  for  the  old  and  infirm,  they  are  now  ge- 
nerally maintained,  not  by  their  masters,  but  by  their  own  feeble  exer- 
tions, aided  bv  the  kindness  and  bounty  of  their  relatives. 


V. — Si-uMONh  ON   Slavery. 

We  are  anxious  to  call  the  attention  of  the  ministers  of  Jesus  Christ 
throughout  the  land,  whellier  tlney  belong  to  the  Established  Church, 
or  to  any  of  the  bodies  dissenting  from  it,  to  the  duty  which  devolves 
upon  them  at  this  moment  of  rousing  their  congregations  to  a  just  sense 
of  the  iniquity  of  colonial  slavery — that  grand  national  iniquity,  which 
must  bring  down,  upon  our  unfeeling  and  obstinate  perseverance  in  it, 
the  judgments  of  God,  as  certainly  as  they  were  executed  upon  the 
hardhearted  and  unrelenting  monarch  of  Egypt ;  who,  in  despite  of  re- 
pealed calls  and  warnings,  and  portentous  inflictions,  still  refused  to 
*'  LET  TfiK  PEOPLE  GO."  We  noticed,on  former  occasions,  the  sermons 
of  the  llev.  C.  Townsend,  and  the  Rev.  Mr.  Marriott,  the  llev.  R. 
Watson,  and  the  Rev.  A.  Thompson  on  this  subject.  We  have  now  to 
announce  a  sermon  preached  on  the  2(:)th  of,  last  September,  at  Ben- 
tinck  Chapel,  Mary-le-bone,  bv  tiie  Rev.  S.  C.  Wilks,  entitled,  "  The 
Duty  of  prompt  and  complete  Abolition  of  Colonial  Slavery;"  which 
we  strongly  recommend  as  a  most  powerful  and  energetic  appeal  to  the 
national  conscience.  It  is  prefaced  by  a  letter  to  the  Archbishop  of 
Canterbury.  It  is  published  for  Hatchard,  and  may  be  also  had  at  the 
Anti-Slavery  ofKce.  We  can  do  no  more  than  cite  two  or  three  brief 
passages  as  a  specimen  of  the  spirit  which  animates  this  discourse. 
After  an  exposition  of  the  evils  of  slavery  which  is  just  and  impre;sive, 
he  tells  us  that  there  are  Christians,  even  in  this  metropolis,  who  talk 
of  "  their  slaves,"  and  of  the  happiness  of  their  condition.  May  not 
such  be  asked  — "  Are  their  limbs  their  own  ?  Can  von  not  buy  them, 
can  you  not  sell  them,  like  brute  beasts  (  Can  you  not  tear  their  wives 
and  children  from  them  :*  Do  you  not  work  them  under  the  lash?  May 
not  you  stripe  them  till  their  quivering  flesh  calls  to  heaven  in  vengeance 
on  your  head  ?  May  you  not  imprison  them,  and  put  them  in  the  stocks, 
at  your  pleasure  ?  May  you  not  sell  their  sons  and  daughters  to  a 
stranger?  And  may  not  even  your  hired  ajents,  your  menial  servants, 
do  all  this  at  your  bidding?  You  say  you  are  kind  to  them  ;  but  how 
know  you  this?  Can  you  control  the  far  distant  a2;cnts  of  your  au- 
thority ?  Can  you  hear  their  ;;roans  and  sorrowful  sighings  across  the 
Atlantic  ?  Your  intended  kindness  may  never  be  heard  of  by  them  ; 
besides,  you  may  sell  them,  and  soon  vou  must  die,  and  what  cruel 
master  mav  they  not  have  after  your  death  ?  or  you  may  contract  a 
debt,  and  they  may  be  seized  and  put  up  to  auction,  and  scattered  to 
distant  parts  to  discharge  it.  And  all  this  you  call  happiness!  Would 
you  be  happv  thus  circumstanced  ?  Would  you  be  happy  to  be  a  bond- 
man -yourself,  and  see  your  children  condemned  for  no  crime  to  the 
same  hereditary  inheritance  of  tears  '  " 
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He  exhorts  his  hearers  to  make  themselves  "  fully  acquainted  with 
the  subject  ;"  (o  take  it  u[>  on  Christian  ;,'rourids  alone;  not  to  suffer 
themselves  to  be  deceived  by  partial  statements,  or  to  be  diverted  (njin 
the  extirpation  of  slavery  itself  by  any  promises  of  amelioration  ;  nut  to 
be  seduced  into  admitting  the  rii^ht  of  one  man  to  hold  another  as  a 
slave;  to  urge  the  necessity  of  prompt  and  speedy  measures  for  its 
utter  extinction  ;  to  employ  their  earnest  and  unceasin'g  prayers  in  be- 
half of  those  "desolate  and  oppressed"  outcasts;  to  aid  theVause  by 
their  unwearied  exertions  and  liberal  contributions  ;  to  abstain  from  the 
use  of  articles  which  grind  down  the  life  of  the  slave  in  their  produc- 
tion ;  and  to  unite  in  petitions  to  the  legislature  until  not  one  slave 
shall  exist  in  the  British  dominions.  And,  in  conclusion,  he  thus  ad- 
dresses them : — 

"  By  your  love  then  to  your  Saviour ;  by  your  sense  of  gratitude  to 
Him  for  his  mercies  to  yourselves,  to  your  souls  and  bodies,  to  your 
beloved  offspring,  and  to  all  that  are  dear  to  you ;  I  beseech  you  re- 
member these  your  brethren  in  i)Onds  as  bound  with  them.  Look  for- 
ward with  hope  to  the  blessed  day  when,  no  longer  marting  beneath 
the  scourge,  but  as  free  and  happy  villagers,  under  the  wholesome  and 
mild  restraint  of  law,  they  shall  repair  to  their  daily  labours,  and  reap 
honest  wages,  and  buy  bread  for  their  children  with  the  fruits  of  their 
industry  ;  when  also  they  shall  call  those  children  their  own,  and  not 
the  slaves  of  another;  when  they  shall  have  tlie  comforts  of  a  Christian 
Sabbath,  and  go  to  the  house  of  God  to  join  !n  the  prayers  and  praises 
of  their  feliow-worshippers  in  every  land  ;  when,  in  place  of  the  horrible 
licentiousness  which  now  prevails,  both  among  Blacks  and  Whites, 
marriage  shall  be  encouraged,  and  its  ties  be  every  where  rendered 
sacred  ;  when  the  younger  women,  now  too  frequently  trained  to  the 
service  of  vice,  shall  live  in  meekness  and  purity  as  disciples  of  Christ; 
when  the  Christian  minister  or  missionary  shall  no  more  be  subjected 
to  lawless  violence  or  legal  persecution,  no  more  languish  with  fever 
in  the  noisome  prison-house,  or  sink  a  blessed  martyr  for  the  name  of 
his  Saviour  and  love  to  those  for  whom  he  shed  his  blood,  but  be  re- 
ceived and  cherished  as  the  servant  of  Christ  and  a  harbinger  of  mercy 
to  mankind ;  when  the  Bible  shall  be  in  every  hand,  and  all  be  per- 
mitted and  encouraged  to  read  it ;  when  even  in  this  now  desolate  part 
of  the  Messiah's  heritage,  the  Saviour  shall  see  of  the  travail  of  his 
soul  and  be  satisfied  ;  when  master  and  servant  shall  rejoice  together  in 
their  common  Lord,  and  meet  as  brethren  at  his  holy  table;  when 
these  sable  sons  of  Ethiopia  shall  stretch  out  their  hands  to  God;  and, 
to  conclude  all,  when  that  blessed  day  shall  dawn  when  '  the  kingdoms 
of  this  world  shall  become  the  kingdoms  of  our  Lord  and  of  his  Christ, 
and  he  shall  reign  for  ever  and  ever,  King  of  kings,  and  Lord  of  lords.' '' 

May  multitudes  of  the  ministers  of  Christ  follow  the  example,  and 
imitate  the  fervour  of  Mr.  Wilks  in  this  sacred  cause! 


VL — Mauritils   Registry  and  Slave  Trade. 
Oi  R  readers  are  aware  how  entirely  and  exclusively  the  suppression 
of  the  slave  trade  in  the  Mauritius  depends  on  the  regularity  and  strict- 
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iiess  with  whicli  the  reg:istrv  of  slaves  is  kept.     We  have  shewn  to  what 
an  extent  the  slave  trade  was  carried  on  in  that  island  down  to  the  year 

1825,  through  the  desi'zned  neglect  and  consequent  disorder  of  that  record. 
Governmenl  beinp;  at  len<rlli  convinced  of  this,  on  the  30th  January, 

1826,  a  fresh  order  in  council  was  issued,  for  instituting  a  new  and  more 
rigid  system  of  rofristiation,  and  the  most  pointed  orders  were  given  by 
Lord  Bathurst  lor  its  correct  and  systematic  enforcement.  This  duty 
was  emphatically  j)ressed  upon  the  attention  of  the  colonial  authorities, 
as  a  point  ot  indispensaljle  obligation  and  paramount  importance.  But, 
this  notwithstanding,  it  would  appear  from  a  document  lately  furnished 
to  the  House  of  Commons,  that  disorder  and  irregularity  still  prevailed 
there,  and  that  conse(picntly  the  slave  trade,  which  nothing  but  an  ac- 
curate registry,  it  was  admitted  on  all  hands,  could  prevent,  must  also  still 
prevail  there.  The  document  to  which  we  allude,  is  entitled  "  An  Ab- 
stract of  the  latest  return.^  from  each  of  His  Majesty's  slave  colonies, 
(including  the  Mauritius,  and  its  dependencies,  and  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope;)  of  the  slave  population,  distinguishing  the  sexes,  specifying  the 
precise  date  to  which  such  returns  have  been  made  up  in  each  colony 
respectively,  and  the  date  also  at  which  they  were  receiver!  into  the  Re- 
gistry oftice,  in  tills  country.''  This  document  was  ordered  to  be  printed 
uii  the  10th  Julv.  1 830,  and  is  numbered  674.  The  facts  disclosed  by  this 
document  aie  these:  the  registered  returns  of  slaves  in  the  Mauritius, 
under  the  new  order  in  council,  for  the  year  1826,  were  males,  47,657, 
I'emales,  29,117,  total  76,744.  (Mark  the  dispro[)ortlon  of  sexes  as 
proof  of  slave  trading!)  Now  these  returns,  which  ought  to  have  been 
made  to  the  registry  office  in  England,  in  1827,  were  not  received 
tliere  till  the  ISlli  February,  1829.  What  could  have  caused  such  a 
delay,  if  all  was  fair  and  regular,  and  free  from  anv  c<jllu.>ive  alterations 
with  a  view  to  prevent  inconvenient  discoveries  and  discrepancies,  ad- 
mits, we  presume,  of  easy  explanation.  But  until  it  is  explained,  con- 
sidering the  system  of  fraud  and  imposture  which  was  carried  on  in  that 
colony  for  so  many  years,  and  which  rendered  abortive  the  first  registra- 
tion act  to  any  one  of  its  remedial  purposes,  we  must  retain  some  lurking 
suspicions  that  all  is  not  as  it  should  be. 

But  besides  this,  the  return  for  1826  is  the  latent  that  has  been  made. 
The  new  act,  however,  which  then  came  into  o[)eration,  peremptorily 
required,  that  the  future  returns,  instead  of  bein^^  /?u«/ua/,  as  formerly, 
should  be  biennial.  There  ought,  therefore,  in  order  to  comply  with  the 
provisions  of  the  law,  to  have  been  a  return  for  lb2^,  as  well  as  for 
1826.  But  on  the  8th  July,  1830,  no  stub  return  had  arrived  at  the 
registry  office  in  this  country.  What  are  v,  (  to  think  of  these  irregu- 
larities, after  all  the  overwhelming  pr<jofs  which  the  Mauritius  have 
already  supplied,  of  a  firm  and  well-organized  conspiracy  among  the 
whole  community  of  slave  holders  and  slave  traders  in  that  island  to 
defeat  one  of  the  most  solemn  of  the  enactments  of  the  British  legisla- 
ture— the  abolition  of  the  African  slave  trade?  We  trust  His  Majesty's 
Government  have  already  been  looking  to  this  matter;  if  not,  we  shall 
deeply  regret  the  oversight. 

But  this  is  not  the  onlv  thing  in  'lie  document  before  us  recpiiriug 
exphinatiou.     From  the  Bahaina-  there  is  no  return  later  than  the  Islof 
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lanuarv,  1 SJ,"),  nor  from  Dominica  and  Jainuica  smce  IS>ri,  nur  from 
I'rinidad,  tliu  Cape  of  Good  Hope,  (uiiere  the  LTreat  dispro|>ortio[j  of  >fxes 
is  also  most  suspicious,)  and  the  Virgin  Ishmds,  since  l<S2.-3.  What 
account  is  to  be  given  of  these  neg-hgences  and  irregularities:'  All 
transfers  of  slaves  in  these  islands,  including  tlie  Mauritius,  must  have 
ceased  to  be  lawful  since  the  lime  when  the  returns  ought  to  have  been 
furnished;  and  the  slaves  who  have  been  made  the  subjects  of  such 
unauthorised  transfers,  must  have  legally  become  t'orfeited  to  His 
Majesty. 


^  H. — The  Slave  Trade  and  Colonial  System  of  France. 

The  French  Moniteur  of  the  27th  of  September,  contains  the  follow- 
ing statement  of  what  passed  in  the  Chamber  of  Deputies,  on  the  "ioth  : 

General  Lafayette  ascended  the  tribune,  and  spoke  to  the  following 
etiect : — "  I  trust  the  Chamber  will  not  object  to  my  availing  myself  of 
the  relation  which  the  subject  now  before  us  (which  was  some  (juestion 
relative  to  the  pecuniary  arrangements  with  Haytij  bears  to  the  actual 
condition  of  our  remaming  colonies.  I  deeply  regretted,  at  the  time  of 
the  Constitutional  Assembly,  that  we  had  not  persisted  in  our  intentions 
of  placing  free  men  of  all  colours  on  the  same  footiniz;  as  to  civil  rights. 
I  could  have  wished,  also,  that  we  had  rigorously  prohibited  and  adopted 
measures  for  the  gradual  enfranchisement  of  the  slaves.  We  might 
thus  have  prevented  the  evils  which  have  since  occurred.  And  since 
that  time,  have  we  not  had  to  deplore  that  consular  and  imperial  system 
wliich  Sent  our  best  troops  to  perish  in  the  fatal  expedition  to  St.  Domin- 
go, and  which  committed  the  double  crime  of  attempting  to  re-establish 
slavery,  and  reviving  the  slave  trade,  at  a  time  when  no  French  capital 
was  embarked  in  it  (  At  present,  we  rind  ourselves  in  these  points  behind 
the  I'nited  States  and  England,  who  have  assimilated  the  trade  in  slaves 
to  piracy, — certainly  the  only  etiectual  means  of  repressing  slavery,  as 
the  guilty  can  now  secure  themselves  against  pecuniary  loss.  In  order 
to  avoid  the  inconvenience  of  tedious  discussions,  I  request  the 
Minister  of  the  Marine,  whose  sound  views  on  the  subject  I  am  well 
acquainted  with,  to  inform  us  positively  what  is  the  determination  of 
Government  on  the  ([uestions  both  of  the  sl?.ve  trade  and  of  the  condition 
of  the  free  people  of  colour  in  our  colonies.'' 

The  Minister  of  the  Marine  said,  "  I  quite  concur  in  the  views  of 
justice  and  humanity  of  the  illustrious  General  who  has  just  addressed 
the  Chamber.  It  is  the  purpose  of  Government  to  present  to  the  Cham- 
bers a  law  for  iiiHictinix  the  inmishment  of  piracy  on  those  who  engage  in 
the  infamous  slave  trade.  I  must  admit,  that  in  spite  of  the  measures 
of  prevention  adopted  by  the  Government,  though  the  trade  has  diminish- 
ed, it  still  exists.  Tiie  punisliment  of  piracy  can  alone  be  adeiiuate  to 
its  entire  repression.  It  might  be  said  to  the  honour  of  France,  that 
of  all  the  maritime  nations  of  Europe,  France  was,  at  this  present 
moment,  the  least  utldictcd  to  this  odious  traffic.  As  to  the  free  men  of 
colour  in  the  colonies,  the  Government  has  recognised  the  principle  that 
there  shall  no  longer  exi.t  any  differences  in  the  civil  condition  of  the 
free.      Accordinglv,  a  law  which  should  be  presented,  would  afford  the 
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opportunity  of  consecrating  the  principle,  that  :ill  the  fVcc.   of  whatever 
class  or  colour,  should  be  equal  in  the  eye  of  the  law," 

We  coiis^ratulate  France,  and  the  world  at  large,  on  these  gratifying- 
declarations. 


VIII. — On  Framing  Petitions  to  Parliament. 

An  addres*;  to  the  public,  on  the  subject  of  slavery,  from  the  pen  of 
Mr.  Edmund  Clarke,  of  Truro,  has  it  seems  been  widely  circulated.  Wc 
insert  part  of  it,  as  entitled  to  general  attention  at  the  present  moment. 

"  As  it  is  intended  again  to  apply  to  Parliament  on  this  momentous  subject,  if 
is  desirable  not  only  that  petitions  shorld  be  forwarded  early  in  the  session,  but 
tliat  they  should  possess  such  characteristics  as  will  ensure  their  success. 

"  They  should  be  directed  to  one  object: — they  should  convey,  in  reference  to 
that  object,  the  temperately  expressed,  yet  importunate  requirement  of  the  whole 
liritisli  community. 

"  Should  the  forthcoming  petitions  against  Slavery  possess  these  two  features, 
the  abolition  of  that  odious  crime  must  speedily  be  accomplished.  These  are  not 
times  in  «  hich  a  Ministry,  a  body  of  Representatives,  or  a  House  of  Peers  would 
withstand  such  an  appeal  as  this  ! ' 

"  M  liat  is  the  object  to  which  the  prayer  of  every  petition  should  be  directed? 
It  is  tiiat  nn  early  daij  he  fixed,  after  which  Slavery  in  the  British  dominions  shall 
utterly  and  irrevucahly  ceii-se.  Let  all  the  minor  details  of  policy,  commerce, 
finance,  and  compensation  be  deferred  to  the  consideration  and  adjustment  of 
Sovcrnmenl;  while  the  pnblic  solicit  the  early  extinction  of  Slavery  as  a  mea- 
sure of  paramount,  stern,  and  uucompromising  justice  ! 

"  To  make  amelioration  any  longer  a  prominent  object  will  be  delusive.  To 
obtain  llie  mitigation  of  Slavery,  it  now  appears  indispensable  to  abolish  Sla-  > 
very  itself.  The  experience  of  the  last  seven  or  eight  years  has  demonstrated 
the  folly  of  expecting  any  valuable  improvement  from  the  colonists.  Their  prin- 
ciples have  been  perverted,  and  their  feelings  have  been  obdurated  by  a  long 
and  demoralizing  familiarity  with  the  system  in  which  they  have  been  tutored  ; 
so  thrit  every  meliorating  provision  will  be  rendered  nugatory  by  the  habits  and 
imagined  interests  of  the  very  men  who  must  be  its  executors.  Besides,  the 
time  consumed  in  obtaining,  or  endeavouring  to  obtain  amelioration,  is  so  much 
lost  to  the  ulimate  design  of  abolition.  For  the  last  mentioned  reason,  it  is  in- 
expedient to  render  the  emancipation  of  slave  children,  at  birth  or  any  other 
time,  a  sejjarate  object  of  solicitude  ;  to  say  nothing  of  the  difficulty  of  providing 
for  children  whose  parents  would  remain  slaves,  or  of  the  injustice  and  cruelty 
of  retail' ''ig  a  parent  in  bondage  while  liis  offspring  is  declared  free. 

"  Should  any  object  to  immediate  emancipation,  it  is  replied,  that  justice  to  the  j^ 
.slave,  and  regard  to  his  owner's  interests,  both  require  it.  If  we  have  wronged 
the  former  by  enslavini;  him,  he  ought  to  be  instantly  liberated.  To  make  him 
toil  for  the  purchase  of  his  freedom,  under  the  idea  of  preparing  him  for  his  re- 
covered rights,  would  seem  to  add  insult  to  injury.  The  proprietor  represents 
his  property  as  depreciated  by  the  agitation  of  the  subject.  For  his  sake,  then, 
let  the  question  be  set  at  rest  as  early  as  possible,  and  he  will  instantly  know 
what  ulterior  measures  his  interests  require  hini  to  pursue. 

"  Besides,  the  advocates  for  gradual  emancipation  mu.=  t  admit  that  every  pro- 
cess, however  long  its  course,  must  at  some  time  or  other  reach  its  termination. 
Has  not  the  slave  for  vears  been  graduating  for  his  freedom  ?  Did  not  the  abo- 
lition of  the  trade  in  1807,  proclaim  to  him  the  approaching  extinction  of  the 
slave  market  and  of  slavery  itself;  and  have  not  eight  years  nearly  rolled  away, 
since  the  far-famed  resolutions  of  Parliament  announced  to  him  our  determina- 
tion to  lighten,  and  then  remove  his  chains  ?  Surely  it  is  time,  even  on  the 
gradual  scheme,  to  bring  Slavery  to  a  close  ! 

"  But  will  it  be  safe  to  emancipate  immediately  ?  The  answer  is  unhesitatingly 
athrmative  ;  and  the  following  reasons  will  form  its  justification.  1.  For  many 
years  past,  both  the  slave  and  his  owner  have  had  reason  to  be  assured  that  Sla- 
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very  muat  ultimately  cease  ;  and  tlicrcfori;  the  minds  of  I>utK  h.iv.-  hi.  n  |(inj^ 
underkjoing  an  anUcipator>  preparation.  2.  Almost  every  slave  has  Itcien  more 
or  less  accustomed  to  certain  modes  of  labour,  comparatively  nncumpulsorv ,  which 
must  render  him  at  any  time  easily  convertible  into  a  free  labourer,  uillin;;  to 
serve  for  a  fair  remuneration,  and  to  subsist  contentedly  on  the  produce  of  hix 
industry.  Some,  for  instance,  have  worked  by  task,  others  have  hired  tiivm- 
selves  to  various  occupations  on  patina:  their  owners  a  certain  compensation  ; — 
many  have  been  habituated  to  the  milder  form  of  domestic  servitude;  while  the 
great  body  of  predial  slaves,  after  all  their  whip-driven  toils  in  the  tield,  r.ceive 
no  wages,  but  still  labour  for  'heir  subsistence  by  cultivating  the  small  portions 
of  land  allotted  to  them  under  the  name  of  provision  grounds.  3.  There  are 
already  in  the  colonies,  90,000  free  people  of  colour,  a  greater  number  than  the 
whole  of  the  whites,  most  of  them  intelligent  and  respectable,  and  in  some 
islands  possessing  half  the  property.  4.  A  considerable  portion  of  the  slaves 
have,  with  the  encouragement  of  some  proprietors,  and  notwithstanding  the  vio- 
lent opposition  of  others,  been  brought  under  the  elevating  and  holy  influences 
of  true  religion.  5.  All  experience  teaches  that  acts  of  justice  and  humanity, 
such  as  the  immediate  liberation  of  the  enslaved  would  be,  may  at  any  time  be 
performed  with  safety,  ti.  Numerous  cases  of  inmiediate  emancipation  have 
taken  place,  under  great  diversity  of  circumstances,  not  only  with  safety  but 
with  advantage  to  their  owners.  In  proof  of  this,  reference  may;  be  made  to 
various  publications.  'i 

"On  the  grounds  briefly  stated,  it  is  hoped  that  all  the  petitions  of  the  empire  ' 

will  concur  in  the  one  just,  humane,  patriotic,  politic,  safe,  and  more  than  all, 
the  Christian  entreaty,  that  after  an  early  day,  Slavery  may  be  no  more  !  ! 

"  As  to  the  second  character  which  it  is  desirable  tliat  the  proposed  addresses 
to  Parliament  should  assume,  it  is  or'y  requisite  that  every  friend  of  the  negro 
should  employ  a  small  portion  of  effort  in  his  immediate  locality  ;  and  the  ele- 
ments of  British  and  Christian  feeling  will  kindle  in  every  place,  and  burst  fortli 
in  one  sacred  and  universal  flame. 

"  Tlie  trifling  expense  and  trouble  of  circulatiui;  pamphlets,  and  preparing  peti- 
tions on  parchment  or  paper,  will  surely  be  incurrv  J  without  regret.    Every  city, 
town  and  village,  \m11  lioubtless  come  forward,  while  every  Christian  congrega- 
tion,  of  every    cicnoniination,   in  every  town  and  village,  will  present  its  own  . 
petition  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament.                                                                                      \ 

''And  why  should  not  the  number  be  increased  by  a  separate  petition,  eitherto 
Her  Majesty  or  to  the  Legislature,  from  British  ftiiuiUs  of  every  town,  village, 
and  congregation  .'  Do  not  the  over-wrought  aiid  unrecompensed  labours,  the 
unfeeling  violations  of  maternal  tenderness,  the  \vretclu.(l  indecencies,  the  brutal 
tioggings,  and  other  heart-rending  woes  to  which  their  negro  sisters  are  subjected 
by  slavery,  constitute  a  case  for  whose  eiTeciual  relief  the  daughters  of  Britain, 
virtuous,  happy,  and  free,  may  laudably  exert  their  utmost  sympathy  and  zeal. 

"  Ministers  of  the  (lospel  !  Disciples  of  Jesus  I  Friends  of  man  '  Patriots! 
Fathers  !  Mothers  !  Brethren  !  Sisters  !  Come  forward — be  in  earnest !  Your 
country  is  disgraced  by  holding  nOO,000  of  her  subjects  in  a  slavery  more  cruel 
and  grievous  than  that  of  pagan  antifjuity  !     Ueligioa  is  outraged  !     Justice  and  ii 

humanity  weep  !  Kesolve  to  seek  redress.  Convince  the  legislature  that  while 
respectful,  you  are  earnest;  that  while  obedient  lor  conscience'  sake,  yf>u  are 
determined  to  employ  every  religi  )us  and  constitutional  means  till  the  crime  of 
Slavery  be  abolished.  Christian!  let  your  petition  to  an  earthly  power  be  ac- 
companied with  prayer  to  the  Supreme  Director  of  all  ;  and  the  cause  of  right- 
eousnesii  mu«<  prevail.  The  sighing  of  the  prisoner,  and  the  groan  of  the  captive 
shall  be  heard  in  heaven  ;  and  the  decree  shall  go  forth, — 'Thus  saith  the  Lord 
of  hosts,  even  the  captives  of  the  mighty  shall  be  taken  away,  and  the  prey  of 
the  terrible  shall  be  delivered.* 

EDMUND  CLARKE," 

"  Tmr9,  Oct.  7,  1830." 


S.  BaifiUr,  lun.  Printer,  11,  B.iriholoiiiHw  Close,  (.oudon. 
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